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wee  Chamber Dawns a New L

The Taft Independent

Second Vice President
Dennis Schertz | am pleased to unveil our new look and new attitude. The Taft District Chamber of Commerce and

Asian Experience Visitors Bureau is blossoming into a different Chamber of Commerce.

;f;ﬂ;& I invite you to read through our new Newsletter and see the new features, departments and information
Retired that we feel is beneficial to our members.
Dana Borrecco You will find our new 0Government Affairsdé Commit
Elk Hills Power various government sources. You will also find information for you, the business partners of the Chamber.
Bob Colston It is our goal to provide you with the tools necessary to help you succeed.

Colston Construction
Not only do we have a new newsletter look, other things are changing around the Chamber as well. We

are taking our Chamber up a few notches with such things as an improved website, branching out in
alternative media forms as Facebook and Blog Posts. We have even revisechous@publications and
promotional material to a higher level.

Clint Deckert
Deckert Consulting

Willy Duncan

Taft College

e T We are on the verge of opening the first OTAFT ST
Westside Waste Mgt Carrizo Plains National Monument, the Oilworker Monument, Oildorado and Taft Souvenirs. Additional
Chamber Exclusive items will be available as well. The items will also be available for purchase online.,

Kathy Herm
State Farm Insurance Our SitN-Sips are evolving as well. The second Wednesday of each month is an informative session pro-
Orchel Krier vided by Taft College to help you build upon your business skills. Other members have offered to help
Tumbleweed Cafe our members with lessons on Facebook and Social Media.
Cherie Layton We are reminding you that the Chamber IS here to serve you, our customers. | invite you to stop by and

Chevron Valley CU see for yourself the opportunities that exist for you.

Bob Leikam

Domino's Pizza You can help support this letter by advertising your business in our issues. Call for details !

John Neuman

o= Downtown Business Association Establist

Dan Tosti
Aera Energy LLC

It has been a long time coming but the Downtown Business Committee has besstablished with
a serious agenda to address the downtown issues We are eager to have our first meeting to formu-

Our St aff 'é"‘te an agenda of issues

The committee will be composed of prominent business owners and concerned citizens who are

Fred Schell desirous in taking an active role in the downtown area.

Executive Director The Committee will meet regularly and have an open dialog with the City of Taft who has given their

Judy Olson, full support and cooperation .

Administrative Assistant  The Executive Committee is so far composed of Mr. Bob Hampton, Mr. Edward Herrera, Mr. Den-

661.765.2165 nis Schertz and Mr. Gary Joyce.

661 765.6639 Fax If you are interested in joining this committee or have any issues you would like addressed, please
contact the Chamber.
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The Chamber Celebrates 100 Years!

dThe Chamberds 100th Anniversary
Dinner and instaliment of officers Joining us in our celebration were
took place on Thursday February Our 100 year partners. These are

4th at OTG&s Co o khRepmRares that have stayed
with us since our inception back

in January of 1910. The Midwa
Driller, Chevr g
Well Tools all received honors
for their 100 years of service and
commitment.

The foyer was transformed to
showcase the many opportunities
here in Taft. The City, the Oil-
Dennis Schertz raises a worker Monument, Oildorado and

the Chamber were all on display

toast and signs happy and well represented.
The keynote speaker Mr. Georgé

birthday in celebration Ma?y dlgnltaﬂ;s] anO: CoMMUNIY  \1-rtin had a very inspiring of-
partners were theretoraisea ¢ . .4 s a si m o o Taft
of our 100th year of toast and join in siq_%in% SHap '
. J stay f ,
Birthdayé | ead by our own Boar

serving the community Member, Dennis Schertz..

Speaker George Martin reminding

us to fAstay Tafto

Meet your Chamber Board Members / Cherie

Cherie Layton came to the Taft area for the Chevron Cherie was the chairpersofor
Chamber board in 2009. Corp for 25 years. They are  the very successfukt Annual
Cherie began working for parents of twin daughters, Car Show last June and is busy
Chevron Valley CU in 1985 Alysha &Heather who are planning the next one. Cherie
when it was Sovale and is now attendingTaft College Cherie  also served on the 2009 Gala
the operations supervisor at and her family share a love of Committee.

the Taft Branch. cars and adventure. Cherie said her first year at
Cherie was born in Taft . Her ~ When I talked to Cherie, she the Chamber went by very
mother is Betty Shelby, who stated her hopes here at the quickly and she looks forward
Cherie says is her hero, giving Chamber were to get more of to another successful year of
her the foundation, morals and the community involved in the community events.

values for her life. Cherie is Chamber events., expand

married to Blake Layton who  membership, and continue our

has also been employed in the commitment to the members.

a—
P More Chamber Members Renew
=
AR LES DL, McKittrick Waste Mgt Westside Economic Development — Taft Chevrolet
Chevron Roger Miller Insurance DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen Domi nods Pizza
) Passion for Nails So. Sierra General Engineering Coldwell Banker, America West
Westside Friends of Library Plains Exploration & Production Judy Miller
Dr. Charles Walker Anderson Bookkeeping Heritage Park
Westside Mosquito Abatement RiteAway Carpet Cleaning DoClose Cleaning
Empl oyer 6s Tr ai nieralgnergydlsCour ce State Farm, Julie Franks
Taft Union High School Mi |l erds Beauty SaftCpylSghool District
Taft Midway Driller Emyds Variety Papa Murphyds Pizza
VSPS / Sue Jensen Taft Motorcycle Club A Hint of Class
Jackds FIl ower & Jidy\WaisbryRedhdr o p The Taft Independent
Motel 8 Maricopa Tumbleweed Café RAM Environmental
Colston Construction Goodyear Tire Rotary Club
Seliles SOllD Southern Sierra Boy Scouts Westside Furniture SkyDive Taft
SPONSORS

Costco wholesale Hotstone Pizza



PAGE 3

Government Affairs Report

Chamber Opposition Member Alberto Torrico(D- go to K-12 education.
Contributes to defeat Milpitas) Fortunately this bill stalled , not
ontri The tax, known as an oil severancebecause legislators realized the
of oil severance tax or depletion tax, will adversely economic harm it would cause, but
A coalition of local nonprofitsand i mpact Ker nds Ec becausagnactinglthe taxewvould
businesses traveled to the State 70% of the stateézaoelbptedubeiehateds fiscal p
Capitol in January to protest a located. lems, There are at least two other

proposal to place a tax on oil pro- Chamber leaders and members similar proposals in the works, and

duction. Hundreds of Kern County. clearly made their cases to legisla- the Chamber will continue to

wor kers i n r eds h tons,temphasining that andbolb sewerE watch and work on our communi-

OUR JOBSO pr i nt e dncestax wauld bane widé rarlgihge ty s behal f to protect and sust
in the Rotunda, waiting to testify in consequences, including fuel price Ker n Countyds economy.

front of the As s bikeb statelvide, tRoasarelsof jebs

and Taxation committee to oppose lost, and the reduction of local

AB 656 sponsored by Assembly  property tax dollars, which largely

Labor Law Corner

Employer Has Right to Assign Employee Unused Vacation Time

Question: We ask that all employees submit their vacation requests by Marchl, but most do not. Can we assign vaca-
tion time to employees who do not sign up to take vacation?

Yesd The employer has the right to schedule vacations. Labor Code Section 227.3 provides, in brief, that vaca-

tion is vested an d requires unused vacation to be cashed out at termination. Further, there can be no forfei-

ture, such as a Ouse it or |l ose ito6 policy, however, the
program by setting vacation dates.

The Labor Code section states the following:

oOUnl ess ot her wi s e -hjamganing ajreamen, whemevec aocbnktractoftemployment or ems

ployer policy provides for paid vacations, and an employee is terminated without having taken off his vested

time, all vested vacation shall be paid to him as wages at his final rate in accordance with such a contract of
employment or employer policy respecting eligibility of time served: provided, however, that an employment

contract or employer policy shall not provide for forfeiture of vested vacation time upon termination. The

Labor Commissioner or a designated representative, in the resolution of any dispute with regard to vested
vacation time, shall apply the principles of equity and f
Send Out Requests

One suggestion is to send out requests around the first of the year, giving the employees two choices of dates

and make it clear that in any case of conflict, seniority or and-aisoriminatory method will be used to deter-

mine who gets their preference. Also make it clear that company needs will prevail.

If an employee fails to respond, the company has the right to assign vacation dates. Managing vacation programs

in this manner will help to alleviate erud-the-year problems and high vacation balances. Exempt employees

can be required only to take vacation in full week increments. The State Labor Commissioner takes the pasi-

tion that exempt employees should be given at least 90 days notice of mandatory vacation. Exempt employees

can voluntarily take vacation for shorter periods without notice with employer approval.

Exemptions

Employees may have been scheduled for vacation, but events occur such as Pregnancy Disability Leave, Family
medical Leave Act, California Family Rights Act and Paid Family Leave. Depending on the timing, this could af-

fect vacation schedules.
This article is summarizes from HR California, a publication of the California Chamber of Commerce
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CITY OF

TAFT

energized for the future

Disi Chandr o oo
-~ Plaium
Westside Waste Management
Synagro
Gold
Accelerated Environmental
Aera Energy LLC
Chewron
Occidental of Elk Hills
Silver
Chevron Valley Credit Union
Colston Construction
Elk Hils Power
Huddleston Crane Services
McKittrick Waste Mgt
Plains Exploration & Production
Taft College
TRC Operating Co.

Friends of the Chamber
General Production
Sunrise Petioleum

2010 Annual

% Sponsorship
Members

From the City of Taft

On April 01, 2010 the United States Government will begin counting the people of Taft. The U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau has made it extremely easy to understand and fill out the form which will be sent to each
household. Just remember to mail it back after you fill it out. The form itself has been condensed to
only ten questions. Questions such as how many people are living in the home, age, race and gender
provide the government with data that determines how many schools, hospitals, senior centers, public
works projects and more that are needed for each area. The government spends over $400 billion
dollars each year on infrastructure and services: Taft needs your help to bring some of the money here
for our community.

The City of Taft has partnered with the Census Bureau, local businesses and organizations to create the
Taft Area Complete Count Committee (TACCC). The TACCC helps to promote the 2010 Census. Our
goal is to make sure thateveryone, citizens and non-citizens alike, in the Taft area is counted. This will
ensure that Taft receives the proper amount of funds/grants to provide the community with services
needed. The Census is an extremely important element of our government. Could you imagine trying
to provide for your family if you did not know how many family members you have.

The TACCC will be going door to door on March 13, 2010 to hand out flyers. If you would like to be
involved; please contact the Chamber of Commerce (661) 7652165 or Taft City Hall (661)763-1222.

If you would like more information on Census 2010 log onto www.Census2010.gov

Taft Chamber f Cornmercs

2nd Annual Rails to Trails Car, Truck & Bike Show
Saturday June 12, 2010

At 6th Street between Main & Supply Row
Registration from 7am to 9am

Judging Begins at 10am

For more
Information
Contact the

Chamber of Commerce
661 7652165
or Cherie Layton

-~
o
=~

PredRegistration $25 includes Event T - Shirt
Live Bands, 50/50 Drawing, Beer Garden, Food & Vendor Booths, Raffles


http://www.census2010.gov/
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Contact The Chamber @ 765

Taft Chamber of Commerce Annual Golf Classic

Westside Waste Management / Synagro

In Association with area Business & Sponsors

Saturday, May 15, 2010 / Buena Vista Golf Course

Entry Fee : $100 per player

-2165 for sponsorship opportunities & registration

Sponsored by

Skydlve Taftis sponsoring a first skydive fundraising event at the Taft airport on
May 22nd, 2010. Skydive Taft has been a proud part of the Taft community for 15 years. We
have brought in tourism from counties all over California, out of state and even tourist from
other countries. We send our tourist straight into Taft where we know our local restaurants

and hotels wild.l provide them with the excellent

excited to be able to give back to the community that has supported us for so long.

After some deliberation we chose the Kern Chapter of the American Red Cross and their
often partners and providers, the Houchin Blood Bank, to receive the proceeds from the
fundraising event. Red Cross comes to the aid of so many people, from Kern County to any

where in the world, during their most harrowing time of need and in the time of so many
tragedies blood donations are in a high demand. The Houchin Blood Bank is there to make

sure people receive theirlifes avi ng support whether itdés at our
supplies on hand to ship where it is most useful. What better way could we give to our com-
munity then to give to the organizations that help so many?
Skydive Taft will be donating portions of our proceeds from tandem skydives to the Red
Cross. The Kern Chapter of the Red Cross is excited about the event and will be here offer-
ing first aid safety courses for $35. A minimum of ten people are needed and we do have a
sign up sheet in the Taft Airport office. Houchin Blood Bank will be having a blood drive at
the Taft Airport and there is also a sign up sheet for that for which we need at least 56 peo-
ple to donate blood.
We are hoping everyone will really take part of this event. With Taft celebrating its 100t
birthday, itds a great time to come out and see
for our community. Wedre |l ooking for business dc¢
barbeque sponsor and people to come out and have fun. The staff at Skydive Taft is ex-
tremely friendly and we love having people out here to enjoy our sport, whether as specta-
tors or first time students. For more information, sign up or give support,
please call Amy Sherrill @ 661765-5867.
Taft College set to build a new T.1.L. Center
Taft Collegeds TIL Program (Transition to Independent Living) began in £
of students with autism and intellectual di sabilities. The TIL Program
that focuses on acquisition of skills necessary for independent I|iving.
strategies for problem solving as well as how to make informed deci si on
responsibility for decisions and choices made.
Starting with eighteen (18) studeentgshtt h(e4 8pr osgtruadme ntosw encompasses fo
t hisritxy (36) <classes and specialized acti-vwo i @32)n a structured program t
mont hs to complete. Their current budget is $1.2 million annually.
I'n moving forward and expanding, the TIL program is on the cusp of
el Program with the devel opment of the new Taft College Campus TIL Cent e
plex willtwavEe32)hiddrym r ooms. This design is the only project of its ki
education for people with disabilities. Starting three years ago, the T
with architects to conceptualize and design the proposed facility. Curr
mately $11.5 million; $9.5 million of which has been provided by a bond
fornia. A two million dollar campaign for funding wil!/l begin this fall
For further information on the TI L pBuwngk,anDicraercptadrg,n, pl ease contact

Foundati on

and

Devel opment dsabr66LnREBa79861 begemadu at


mailto:dshornbunk@taftcollege.edu

