
We are officially in Spring, but your Taft Chamber is already 
planning for Summertime.  Pool parties, barbeques,  and the Fourth of July 
are a few staples of Summer.  Your Taft Chamber has been working on plans 
for the Taft Fireworks Show, scheduled for Saturday, July 2, at the Rails to 
Trails.  So the question is, who wants fireworks for 2016? 

This all community fundraising effort is one of the highest attended events 
of the year and we encourage you to contribute even just $5!  With the 
hardships currently facing our economy, many individuals won’t be able to 
go out of town and our goal is to provide a quality show so they won’t want 
to go out of town.  Every donation counts and the size of the show we can 
provide will depend solely on donations and sponsorships.  Pledge to do-
nate and stop by to help "Fund the Fireworks!" Volunteers will collect dona-
tions on April 1, May 6, and June 3. Let me know if you can help to bring 
Fireworks to Taft for Independence Day 2016! 

If you or your business would like to make a sponsorship contribution, 
please give us a call - 661-765-2165 to discuss options or fill out a donation 
card in our office. 

400 Kern Street 

Taft, CA, 93268 

Phone: (661) 765-2165 

Fax: (661) 765-6639 

www.taftchamber.com 

TaftChamber@gmail.com 

Our Gold Sponsors 

Our Platinum Sponsors 

FUND THE FIREWORKS 

Donation Days! 
April 1 
May 6 
June 3 

4th Street & Kern Street 

WE NEED YOU 
To donate! 

Taft Fireworks Show 



 Kern Council of Government  
Recognizes Taft for 2015 at Awards Banquet 

Left: Joel Bauer and Tanner 
Melton from the Westside 

Cemetery District 
 

Below: Taft Oildorado 2015 
Executive Board of Directors 
receive the Regional Award 

for Merit for Community  
Involvement 

The California Transportation Plan (CTP) provides a long-range 
policy framework to meet our future mobility needs and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. The CTP defines goals, performance-
based policies, and strategies to achieve our collective vision 
for California's future statewide, integrated, multimodal trans-
portation system. The plan envisions a sustainable system that 
improves mobility and enhances our quality of life. To learn 
more about the development of the CTP, please visit 
www.californiatransportationplan2040.org. 

West Kern Adult Education Network 
Grand Opening—March 29, 2016 

ESL, GED, Citizenship, and more 



Applications available at the Taft Chamber (400 Kern St)  
and True Value (407 9th St) 

Adult: $30.00     Child: $20.00 

First 200 paid registered runners receive a t-shirt and 
swag bag 

Children may participate for free when accompanied by a 
paid registered runner.  There is no limit on the amount 
of children an adult runner may bring with them.  ONLY 
PAID REGISTERED RUNNERS are eligible to receive a t-

shirt and swag bag.  College Students may participate for 
free, but student ID  is required.  Free participants sign up 

at the event. 

Supervisor David Couch has been working on a new fire 
hydrant project for South Taft and Taft Heights.  Special 
thanks to our County Fire Department Fire Marshall Ben-
ny Wofford and Director of Engineering, Surveying and 
Permit Services Greg Fenton for their help.   

Crews have completed installation of some of the 7 fire 
hydrants in South Taft and 10 hydrants in Taft Heights. 



April 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

 

 

 

1 

8am-12pm, 
Fund the Fire-
works, 4th & 

Kern Streets 

6-10pm, First 
Friday Cruise 

Night 

2 

10:30am, Little 
League  
Parade on Cen-
ter Street & 
Opening Day 
Ceremonies 

9am-12pm, 
Community Gar-
den Work Day 

3 

 

 

 

4 

11:30am, Kern 
County 150th 
Celebration 
Meeting 

5 

10-11am, Sen-
ior Scams 
Seminar at 
Rec 

6pm, City 
Council Mtg 

6 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

9:30am, Carrizo 
Plain Tour 

6pm, Special Plan-
ning Commission 
Mtg 

7:30pm, Industry 
Night, Petroleum 
Club 

7 

9am-1pm, 
TCFPP West 
Kern Petrole-
um Mini sum-

mit 

2:30pm, Traffic 

Comm. Mtg 

8 

6pm, Dinner, 
St Andrews 
Church 

9 

8am, Kiwanis 
Kolor Run 

9am-12pm, So-
roptimist Gar-
den Tour 

5pm, Alpha 
House BBQ 

6pm, Paulette’s 
People BBQ 

10 

 

11 

11:30am, Kern 
County 150th 
Celebration 
Meeting 

6pm, Small 
Business 
Academy 
Graduation, 
TUHS 

12 

5pm, Down-
town Business 
Committee 
Mtg, Mi Casita 

13 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

6pm, Wine 
Down 
Wednesday, 
The Bank 

6pm, Rotary 
Reverse Draw-
gin, Jo’s 

14 

9am, Taft Job 

Fest, The Fort 

9am, Coffee with a 

Cop, The Bank 

12pm, State of the 

City, OT’s 

5pm, Chamber 
Mixer, Monarch 

15 

 

16 
8am, Rotary 
Health Fair 
 
12-6pm, Kern 
County 150th 
Year Anniver-
sary Showcase, 
Kern County 
Museum 

17 

11:30-1:30, WCMA 
Comm. BBQ, Vet 

Park 

2pm, Revival Wor-
ship Ribbon Cut-

ting 

3pm, Bako. Sym-
phony Orchestra 

18 

 

19 

6pm, City 
Council Mtg 

20 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

6pm, Planning 
Commission 
Mtg 

21 

10am Arbor 
Day, Taft Com-
munity Garden 

 

22 

 

23 

11am-2pm, 
Arc BBQ @ 

Moose Lodge 

5pm, TUHS 
Hall of Fame 

Awards 

24 

 

25 

6pm, TUHS 

Honors Night 

 

26 

 

27 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

4pm, Chamber 
Board Mtg 

28 

5pm, TAPT 
Wine Tasting, 

Taft Fort 

29 

12:30pm, Al 
Baldock Golf 
Tournament, 

Buena Vista 

30 

SIT N SIP SPEAKERS (WEDNESDAYS 9AM) 

April 6—Bakersfield Symphony Orchestra, Stilian Kirov 

April 13—Candidate, David Wolf 

April 20—CASA, Court Appointed Special Advocate 

April 27—PG&E , Pacific Gas & Electric 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 

6pm, City 
Council Mtg. 

4 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

7:30pm, Indus-
try Night, Taft 
Petroleum Club 

5 6 

8am-12pm, Fund 
the Fireworks @ 
4th & Kern 

6-10pm, First Fri-
day Car Cruise 

6pm, St Andrews 
Dinner 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

Mother’s Day 

9 

 

10 11 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

 

 

12 

9am, Coffee 
with a Cop 

5pm, Chamber 
Mixer @ The 
Bank 

13 

12pm, CASA  

Orientation @ 
Taft Chamber 

14 

 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

6pm, City 
Council Mtg. 

18 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

6pm, Planning 
Commission 
Mtg. 

19 

 

20 21 

8am, Taft Relay 
for Life, TUHS 

May 2016 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016  

 5:00 PM  

Mi Casita, 621 Center St. 

 
ITEMS TO DISCUSS:  

 Downtown Business Account: 

Balance Sheet & Funds Available for Projects 

 Downtown Business Planter Project Update 

 Upcoming Events for Downtown 

 Selection of Downtown Representatives 

 
Your attendance is important!  

Everyone is WELCOME 



By Shannon Jones, Event Coordinator 

Looking at the April calendar, I don’t think there is one 
day that doesn’t have an event or meeting taking place.  
Our service clubs, churches, and non-profits have sched-
uled a variety of events  for every interest in our com-
munity including dinners, raffle drawings, garden tours, 
color fun runs, health fair, job fair, grand openings, and 
business mixers.  We even have the Bakersfield Sympho-
ny Orchestra coming to Taft and we will help celebrate 
150 years of Kern County. 

Here is a brief run down of what you don’t want to miss 
in April in addition to weekly Sit n Sips and City Council 
and Planning Commission meetings: 

Friday, April 1—Fund the Fireworks, Cruise Night, and 
Little League Night at Monty Reedy Field 

Saturday, April 2—Little League Parade & Opening Cere-
monies 

Wednesday, April 6—Taft Petroleum Club Industry 
Night, Carrizo Plain Tour 

Thursday, April 7—West Kern Petroleum Mini Summit 

Saturday, April 9—Kiwanis Fun Run, Soroptomist Garden 
Tour, Alpha House BBQ, Paulette’s People BBQ 

Monday, April 11—Small Business Academy Graduation 

Tuesday, April 12—Downtown Business Committee 
Meeting 

Wednesday, April 13—Rotary Reverse Drawing 

Thursday, April 14—Job Fest, Coffee with a Cop, State of 
the City Luncheon, Business Mixer 

Saturday, April 16—Rotary Health Fair, Kern County 
150th Showcase, Animal Services Volunteer Open House 

Sunday, April 17—WCMA BBQ, Revival Worship Ribbon 
Cutting, Bakersfield Symphony Orchestra Concert at 
TUHS 

Thursday, April 21—Taft Community Garden Arbor Day 

Saturday, April 23—Taft ARC BBQ, TUHS Hall of Fame 

Monday, April 25—TUHS Honors Night 

Thursday, April 28—TAPS/Fort Wine Tasting 

Friday, April 29—Al Baldock Golf Tournament 

For additional information on any of these events includ-
ing time, location or registration details, please contact 
the Taft Chamber at 661-765-2165. 



Cooper’s True Value  

Grand Re-opening 

 

After a several year hiatus, the Taft Chamber is excited to bring back monthly net-
working events.  Mixers allow an opportunity to connect with the community and 
unwind after work hours.  On Thursday, March 10, the Taft Chamber held its first 
mixer at Roger Miller Insurance Agency at 531 Kern Street.  This company has been 
a staple in our community since 1954 and is currently owned by Rich Miller and 
employees Jordan Miller, Jeff Miller, and Kathy Devine.  Roger Miller Insurance 
Agency is licensed to write business in all 50 states as well as 38 countries, and pro-
vide a comprehensive package for all of your insurance needs, commercial and 
personal.  They pride themselves on being "Your Hometown Insurance 
Store."  Give them a call at 661-765-7131 for assistance with your insurance.   
 
This Taft Chamber mixer drew 25 community members and individuals interested 
in networking.  The next Chamber mixer is scheduled at Monarch Fleet Service on 
Thursday, April 14.  If you would like to host a mixer at your office, contact the 
Chamber at 661-765-2165. 

Business Mixer– Roger Miller Insurance Agency 

On, Friday, March 4, the Taft Chamber celebrated the grand re-opening of Cooper’s True Value—a staple in 

the Taft community.  After months of extensive renovations and upgrades to the inside and outside of the 

store, True Value is ready to continue to serve your home improvement needs.  Stop by 407 9th Street today! 



 RSVP Today! 

Call 661-765-2165  

 
400 Kern Street 
Taft, CA 93268 
661-765-2165 

www.taftchamber.com 

Executive Director: Dr. Kathy Orrin  
kathy.taftchamber@gmail.com 

 
Event Coordinator: Shannon Jones 

shannon.taftchamber@gmail.com 
 

Membership Coordinator: Maddison Rubadeau 
maddison.taftchamber@gmail.com 

2016 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
President:  Emmanuel Campos 

Monarch Fleet Services 
 

1st Vice President: Jordan Miller 
Roger Miller Insurance Agency 

 
Treasurer: Bart Hill 
United Security Bank 

 
Jan Ashley 
Retired RN 

 
Devinder Bains 

Taft Chevrolet—Buick 
 

Glenn Black 
Black/Hall Construction 

 
Eric Burkhart 

Total Western Inc. 
 

Les Clark 
West Side Recreation and Park District 

 
Bob Hampton 

Westside Waste Management 
 

Ed Herrera 
Edward J Herrera Insurance Agency 

 
Sharon Hill 

Taft Union High School 
 

Sandy Koenig 
Westside Community Resource Center 

 
Orchel Krier 

Tumbleweed Café 
 

Yvette Mayfield 
City of Taft 

 
Brock Mcmurray 

Taft College 
 

John Neumann 
Accelerated Environmental 

 
Alicia Price 

Aera Energy LLC 
 

Dennis Schertz 
Asian Experience 

 
Alan Sorensen 

Buena Vista Golf Course 
 

Ron Sousa  
Albertsons  

 
Harry Starkey 

West Kern Water District 
 

Jerry Starr 
West Side Health Care District 

 
John Swearengin 

Kern County Sheriff’s Office 
 

Adam Taylor 
California Highway Patrol  

 
Adele Ward 

Taft City School District 
 

Rodney Wikoff 
West Hills Church of the Nazarene 

TAFT OILWORKERS MONUMENT 

SPACE IS LIMITED!! 

Call us at 661-765-2165 to order a 

brick for that special oilfield 

worker or family member to be 

placed at the Taft Oil workers 

Monument. 

4x8 Brick: $100—8x8 Brick: $175 

Welcome to our new and returning members for  
March 2016! 

A Hint Of Class Bakery 
Accelerated Environmental Services 

Alzheimer's Disease Association 
American Cancer Society 

AmeriFirst Financial, Inc. NMLS 145368 
Associated Builders and Contractors 

California Independent Petroleum Asso-
ciation (CIPA) 

CASA of Kern County 
City of Taft 

Creekside Apartments 
Demand Pest Control 

Edward J. Herrera Insurance Agency 
Freeport McMoran Oil & Gas 

Huddleston Crane Service, Inc. 
J & D Recycling 

Joyce Properties 
Killingsworth, Vic L. 
Kiwanis Club of Taft 

Lighthouse Foursquare Church 
Monarch Fleet Services & Automotive 

Paik's Ranch House 
Plains Marketing, Inc. 
Precision Bodyworks 

Randy’s Trucking 
Razor's Edge 

Revival Worship/United Pentecostal 
Sagebrush Annie's 
Southwest Signs 
Sunrise Power 
Taco Bell - Taft 

Taft College & Foundation 
Taft Midway Driller 

Taft Petroleum Club Inc. 
Terrachem, Inc. 

Total Western Inc. 
TRC Operating Company, Inc. 

Unity Thrift & Outreach 
Valley Graphics 

West Hills Church of the Nazarene 
West Side Mosquito & Vector Control 

District 














