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Y our Taft District Chamber of Commerce wants to wish you a 

Happy New Year.  As we look ahead to 2016, your Taft Cham-

ber is dedicated to remaining the clearing house for activities and events tak-

ing place around town.  Tourists, visitors, and residents rely on the infor-

mation provided in our office to find the goods and services they desire.  This 

is one large reason membership in the Taft Chamber is imperative for your 

business.  Our office refers these individuals to Chamber members only.  

Membership packets for the upcoming year will be sent out very soon and we 

encourage you to join for another exciting year. 

 We are planning a variety of events throughout the year aimed at in-

creasing the number of people coming into our town and being aware of the 

great things our town has to offer.  Our first event will take place on Thurs-

day, February 11 in downtown Taft at the Taft Fox Theater.  Our Annual 

Installation and Awards Ceremony is a fun event, aimed at recognizing our 

business leaders, community leaders, and volunteers.  We will install our new 

Board of Directors and spend an evening networking with Chamber mem-

bers.  Tickets are available by calling 661-765-2165.  Our theme for this year’s 

event is “Masks & Mimosas—A Mardi Gras Soiree.”   

 Later in the year, we will host our annual Golf Tournament on March 

12, Classic Car Show, Fourth of July Fireworks Show, Trout Fishing Derby, 

and Christmas Parade.  Some new events to watch for include a Clay Shoot 

and we will bring back the popular Gala in a Speakeasy Style event and mixers 

throughout local businesses. 

 Join the Chamber today so you won’t miss out on the fun!  Your 

membership allows you the opportunity to promote your business through 

our newsletter, email blasts, and in our office. 



Shannon Grove releases 

the following statement 

regarding Governor 

Brown’s proposed 2016-

17 budget 

SACRAMENTO – Assemblywoman Shannon 

Grove responded to Governor Jerry Brown’s pro-

posed 2016-17 state budget: 

“California taxpayers’ dollars have poured into the 

state treasury this past year at an even higher 

amount than anticipated, and yet Governor Brown 

insists he wants more money in his proposed $122 

billion spending plan,” Assemblywoman Shannon 

Grove said. “It seems no matter how much money 

the taxpayers send to Sacramento, the politicians 

still want to raid their pocketbooks even more.”  

 “Our state desperately needs to fix its poorly 

maintained highway system, but Brown’s budget 

plans to fund it in part with additional fees and tax-

es, including a new $65 fee on all vehicles, as well 

as higher gas and diesel taxes. Brown’s budget also 

fails to adequately fund community-based services 

for California's vulnerable developmentally disa-

bled community, and instead ties their needed 

funding to the extension of an expiring tax,” said 

Grove. 

 “On top of this, the state’s desperate need for addi-

tional water storage to help our agriculture and ur-

ban areas continues to be ignored. It seems we 

have learned nothing from the last four years living 

with less snow and rain – we need to store the wa-

ter when it comes, not dry up and shrivel when it 

doesn’t.” 

 “I want to see this Legislature tell the Governor 

and the people of California that our roads, our wa-

ter supply, and those who truly need help from tax 

dollars should be the main focus when we debate 

the budget the next few months,” Grove said.  “It is 

wrong to shirk our responsibility – to use working 

people’s tax dollars wisely and cautiously, and pri-

oritize legitimate needs first, not last or never.”   

 Grove represents the citizens of California’s 34th Assembly 

District, covering a majority of Kern County. 



 

By Dr. Kathy Orrin, Executive Director 

 Cars parked at the Chamber on 
Wednesday nights make us Chamber staff 
folks look good.  I could tell you at Shannon 
and I were burning the midnight oil on Cham-
ber work, but the reality is that the English-
speaking portion of the Small Business Acade-
my (SBA) meets on Wednesday evenings here 
at the Chamber.  Yours truly is one of six faith-
ful members of that class.   

 As you may know, I started a home-
based direct-marketing business last July.  
Wanting to do everything correctly, I immedi-
ately went to the City and applied for a busi-
ness license.  I must admit, I was very sur-
prised at the (prorated) cost of the license 
($116).  I understood why folks are reluctant 
to license their home-based businesses when 
the expense, initially, for the small piece of 
paper to hang . . . where?  my dining room?   . 
. . is rather high.  I was even more surprised 
when I received the Renewal form which now 
will charge me based upon my success as a 
new business owner.  The better I have 
done—monetarily--these past six months, the 
more money I will have to give to the City for 
my license renewal fee.  Again, I understand 
why folks conduct business underground. 

 The good news, however, is that I 
(along with my five classmates) am learning a 
lot of good stuff.  We have heard from James 
A. Joro, Esq. of Chain, Cohn, Stiles who spoke 
to us about Workers’ Compensation. In the 
coming weeks we will hear other guest speak-
ers from Wells Fargo Bank, the Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC), a Certified Public 
Accountant and Tax Specialist, and our own Ed 
Herrera will speak to the class about insur-
ance.  Our leader, Norma Rojas-Mora, is also 
leading us through the process of writing our 
own business plans. 

 Another positive outcome of the 
Small Business Academy is that many existing 
businesses are coming to an understanding  of 
the importance of legitimatizing their enter-
prises by obtaining the proper licenses and 
permits to be able to operate in the light.  
Many businesses that are part of the SBA have 
done so since the beginning of the classes. 

 The Small Business Academy is 
offered free of charge through a grant ob-
tained  by the Kern County Hispanic Chamber, 
your Taft Chamber, Taft High, and Taft College.  
Classes are offered in both Spanish and English 
and will end in February. 

518 CENTER STREET 
661-745-4110 



January 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 

1 New Year’s 

Day 

CHAMBER 

CLOSED! 

6-10pm, First 
Friday Cruise 

Night 

3 

 

 

4 

School  
Resumes 

 

5 

No City Council 
Meeting 

 

6:30-8:30pm, 
Small Business 
Academy 

6 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

6pm, Industry 
Night, Taft  
Petroleum Club 

6:30-8:30pm, 
Small Business 

7 8 9 

10 11 

11:30am, Kern 
County 150-year 
Planning Lunch-
eon 

12 

6:30-8:30pm, 
Small Business 
Academy 

13 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

4pm, Taft  
Chamber Board 
Meeting 

6pm, Wine 
Down Wednes-
day 

14 

3-5pm, Grand 
Opening, Best 

Western Hotel 

15 16 

11am, Relay for 
Life Kick off 
meeting @ The 

Fort 

17 18 

Martin Luther 

King Jr Day 

19 

6pm, City  

Council Meeting 

6:30-8:30pm, 
Small Business 
Academy 

20 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

6pm, Planning 
Commission 
Meeting 

6:30-8:30pm, 
Small Business 
Academy 

21 22 

6pm, Taft  
College Triple 
Play Dinner @ 
The Fort 

23 

5:30pm, Casa 
Kick-off Cele-

brations Party 

24 25 26 

11am, Taft Col-
lege Foundation 
Check Presenta-

tion, ETEC  

6:30-8:30pm, 
Small Business 

27 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

6:30-8:30pm, 
Small Business 
Academy 

28 

5pm, Friends of 
the Fort Annual 

Dinner 

29 30 

31       



1 

 

1 2 

12-6pm, Houchin 
Blood Mobile 

6pm, City Council 
Meeting 

3 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

6pm, Petroleum 
Club  Industry 
Night 

4 5 

6-10pm, First 
Friday Car Cruise 

6 

7pm, Westside 
Recreation Fa-
ther-Daughter 
Dance 

7 8 9 

Fat Tuesday 

10 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

4pm, Together 
We Can Meeting 

11 

6pm, Chamber 
Installation & 
Awards 

12 13 

14 

Valentine’s Day 

15 

President’s Day 

16 

6pm, City Council 
Meeting 

17 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

6pm, Planning 
Commission Mtg 

18 19 20 

March 2016 
3, Kern COG Awards 

12, Taft Chamber Golf Tournament 
16, Rotary Reverse Drawing 

29, Houchin Blood Mobile 

Tax Help for Veterans 

Visit: http://www.boe.ca.gov/runner/veterans 

California is home to more than two million veterans who 
served the nation with dedication and pride. The Board of 
Equalization offers several tax breaks to those who served in 
the U.S. Armed Services. 

These benefits are given as a token of appreciation for the 
great sacrifices that men and women in uniform make each 
day so Americans can continue to enjoy the rights and free-
doms upon which our nation was built. 

Below are links to resources that address specific questions 
and concerns. My staff and I look forward assisting you with 
any state tax issues you may have. 

SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans Availa-
ble to Small Businesses 

Small, nonfarm businesses in 33 California counties are now 
elible for low-interest federal disaster loans from the U.S. 
Small Business Administration.  These loans offset economic 
losses because of reduced revenues caused by the drought.   

Apply online at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela 

GO-Biz Hosting Free Webinars for Businesses Inter-
ested in Applying for $75 Million in Tax Credits 

California’s Go-Biz office is offering a competitive tax credit for 
businesses looking to add full-time W-2 employees and make 
investments in their company.  Businesses of all sizes are en-
couraged to apply for tax credits.  The online application is avail-
able at www.calcompetes.ca.gov.  Fill yours out today! 

The website include a list of past recipients as well. 



A  
 

 
 

Chr i stmas  Parade 



Thank you to the 2015 Taft Chamber Members!   
Join us in 2016 for another great year in Taft! 

A Hint Of Class Bakery 
Accelerated Environmental 
Services, Inc. 
Acme Jewelry & Gifts 
Adam Bolla's Mobile Wash 
Adventist Health - Central 
Valley General 
Aera Energy LLC 
AFLAC - Gary Hackler 
Albertsons 
Alliance Tax Credit Consult-
ing, Inc 
Alloy Construction 
Alpha House Women's Shel-
ter 
Alvarez Gifts & Crafts 
Alvarez Tax Service 
Alzheimer's Disease Associ-
ation 
Amazing Bounce 
American Cancer Society 
AmeriFirst Financial, Inc. 
NMLS 145368 
Anderson Business Service, 
Inc. 
Anderson, Ken 
Armstrong Locksmithing 
Ashley, Janice 
Asian Experience 
ATP Homes LLC 
Bangs and Tangles Hair & 
Nail Salon 
Banks Pest Control Inc 
Becky Ashcraft, Realtor 
Ben's Books 
Best Western 
Black Gold Brewing Compa-
ny 
Black, Bill 
Black/Hall Construction 
Bright House Networks-m 
California Independent Pe-
troleum Associat 
California Resources Corpo-
ration 
Calvary Temple Assembly of 
God 
Campos Tire Service 
CASA of Kern County 
Cavins Oil Well Tools 
Central Cities Pizza, Inc 
Dominos 
Charles J. Walker D.D.S., 
Inc. 
Chevron 
Chevron Valley Credit Union 
Chicken of Oz 
Circle of Love 
City of Taft 
Coldwell Banker Preferred, 
Realtors 

Colston Construction, Inc. 
Community Christian Fellow-
ship 
Comprehensive Care Sys-
tems 
Cooper's True Value Hard-
ware 
Creekside Apartments 
David Janes Co. 
Demand Pest Control 
Distribution NOW 
Dr. David Cothrun 
Dr. James L. Simonson 
Dr. Loretta Garcia Lipscomb 
Edward J. Herrera Insurance 
Agency 
Employer's Training Re-
source 
Erickson & Brown Funeral 
Home 
Express Employment Pro-
fessionals 
Extreme Wireless 
Fairouzah Merchant 
Fastrip Food Store #929 
Faulkner, Tom 
First Baptist Church of Taft 
Foothill Farms DBA SZ 
Ranch 
Freeport McMoran Oil & Gas 
Friends of Temblor 
General Production Ser-
vices, Inc. 
Hall Ambulance Service, Inc. 
Hatch, Ray & Lodema 
Helt Engineering, Inc. 
Heritage Park 
Hodel's Dining 
Holland Inn & Suites 
Hosking, Harry & Carolyn 
Huddleston Crane Service, 
Inc. 
IDI-Tech 
Independent Oil Producers 
Agency 
Integrity Bookkeeping. 
Interfaith Electric & Fire 
J & D Recycling 
J. Sterling Bryan, D.D.S., P. 
C. 
Jack's Flower/Trophy Shop 
Jo's Restaurant 
Joyce Properties 
Kern Citizens for Energy 
Kern Street Pharmacy 
Killingsworth, Vic L. 
Kiwanis Club of Taft 
La Salsa Family Restaurant 
Lighthouse Foursquare 
Church 
LINN Energy 

LPL Financial 
Lucard Apartments 
M & S Security 
Management & Training 
Corp (MTC) 
Mariscos Taco de Mexico 
McKittrick Waste Manage-
ment 
Measure Me Mommie 
Mi Casita Restaurant 
Midway Laboratory 
Mike's Pool Service 
Miller, Randy & Ginny 
Monarch Fleet Services & 
Automotive 
Monarch Wireless 
Napa - Country Auto & Truck 
New Horizon Financial Ser-
vices 
Oildale Tire N Taft 
Old's Cool Antiques & More 
Omni Family Health 
OT Cookhouse & Saloon 
Pacific Perforating 
Paik's Ranch House 
Personal Style Salon & Bou-
tique 
PG&E 
Pizza Factory 
Precision Bodyworks 
Proforma Solutions for Print-
ing 
Randy's Trucking, Inc. 
Ray Morgan Co. 
Razor's Edge 
Reina's Mobile #2 
Revival Worship/United Pen-
tecostal Church 
Roger Miller Insurance 
Agency 
Rosemary & Thyme 
Rotary Club of Taft 
S&S Printing 
Sagebrush Annie's 
SCORE Golden Empire, 
Chapter 563 
Sears Taft/Kitchen Tune Up 
Shar-On Corporation 
Snow Well Service, Inc. 
Soroptimist International of 
Taft 
Southwest Signs 
St. Andrew's Episcopal 
Church 
State Farm Insurance Agen-
cy Julie Franks 
State Farm Insurance Kathy 
Herm 
Sunrise Power 
Sunset Rails 
Swearengin, John 

Taco Bell - 
Taft City School District 
Taft College & Foundation 
Taft College Cougar Corner 
Bookstore 
Taft Community Gardens 
Taft Holdings, LLC 
Taft Independent Newspa-
per 
Taft Lions Club 
Taft Midway Driller 
Taft Midway Sunset Lions 
Club 
Taft Motorcycle Club 
Taft News Now 
Taft Plumbing Co., Inc. 
Taft Production Company Oil
-Dri 
Taft Sky Sports, Inc. 
Taft Sportsmen's Club, Inc. 
Taft Union High School 
Terrachem, Inc. 
The Arc - Taft 
The Fort Preservation Socie-
ty 
Total Western Inc. 
TRC Operating Company, 
Inc. 
T's Taxi 
Tumbleweed Cafe 
United Security Bank 
Unity Thrift & Outreach 
Vibul Tangpraphaphorn, M. 
D. Inc. 
Waldrop's Auto Parts 
West Hills Church of the 
Nazarene. 
West Kern Oil Museum 
West Kern Water District 
West Side Mosquito & Vec-
tor Control Distr 
West Side Recreation & 
Park Dist. 
West Side ROP 
West Side Senior Care 
West Valley Real Estate 
WestAmerica Bank 
Western States Petroleum 
Association 
Westside Believer's Fellow-
ship 
Westside Christian Ministers' 
Association 
Westside Ecomomic Devel-
opment Company, LL 
Westside Furniture c 
Westside Health Care Dis-
trict 
Willow Ranch Restaurant. 

 



 SAVE THE DATE! 

Call 661-765-2165  

 
400 Kern Street 
Taft, CA 93268 

661-765-2165 

www.taftchamber.com 

OUR STAFF 
 

Executive Director: Dr. Kathy Orrin  
kathy.taftchamber@gmail.com 

 
Event Coordinator: Shannon Jones 

shannon.taftchamber@gmail.com 

CAST YOUR VOTE!   

2015 Taft Chamber Recognitions  

Presented at the Chamber Installation 

Dinner on Thursday, February 11 

Please nominate no more than one in 

each category.   

Taft Chamber Board of Directors will 

select the winners.  

Email nominations to taftchamber@gmail.com or drop off at  

400 Kern Street by January 13. 

 

        Business Man of the Year  ________________ 

       Business Woman of the Year ________________ 

       Business of the Year   ________________ 

        Volunteer of the Year  ________________ 

       Community Service Award  ________________ 

2015  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
President:  Emmanuel Campos 

Monarch Fleet Services 
 

1st Vice President: Ron Sousa 
Albertsons 

 
2nd Vice President: Jordan Miller 

Roger Miller Insurance Agency 
 

Treasurer: Bart Hill 
United Security Bank 

 
Devinder Bains 

Taft Chevrolet—Buick 
 

Glenn Black 
Black/Hall Construction 

 
Eric Burkhart 

Total Western Inc. 
 

Les Clark 
West Side Recreation and Park District 

 
Tony Cordova 

Synagro 
 

Bob Hampton 
Westside Waste Management 

 
Ed Herrera 

Edward J Herrera Insurance Agency 
 

Sharon Hill 
Taft Union High School 

 
Sandy Koenig 

Westside Community Resource Center 
 

Orchel Krier 
Tumbleweed Café 

 
Dr. Dena Maloney 

Taft College 
 

Yvette Mayfield 
City of Taft 

 
John Neumann 

Accelerated Environmental 
 

Alicia Price 
Aera Energy LLC 

 
Dennis Schertz 

Asian Experience 
 

Harry Starkey 
West Kern Water District 

 
John Swearengin 

Kern County Sheriff’s Office 
 

Adele Ward 
Taft City School District 

 
Rodney Wikoff 

West Hills Church of the Nazarene 

TAFT OILWORKERS MONUMENT 

SPACE IS LIMITED!! 

Call us at 661-765-2165 to order a 

brick for that special oilfield 

worker or family member to be 

placed at the Taft Oilworkers 

Monument. 

4x8 Brick: $100—8x8 Brick: $175 








