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Thank you to everyone who came out for the 

inaugural Santa Fun Run at the Rails to Trails.  

The event would not have been possible without 

the help of Tommy White and the CTEC students.  

The costumes were great as was the food from 

Flaco’s Tacos.  Hope to see you next time! 



It was inevitable:  January, 2017 is here.  We have 

survived the Christmas rush, the after-Christmas rush, 

the parties, the dinners, the banquets, the special 

fundraising events, ringing the bell, wrapping the pre-

sents, singing, dancing, eating, drinking … Now is the 

time to put the future squarely in front, to forge 

ahead with renewed vigor, to decide priorities, to 

make the commitment to do better--in short, to make 

the difficult and traditional New Year’s Resolutions. 

My observation is that the over-whelming first resolu-

tion on everyone’s list has to do with weight loss, 

healthy eating, exercise, and/or fitness.  While this 

first class of resolution may be the shortest-lived of 

all resolutions, it is the best intentioned.  We all want 

to do better in the health category, but because it is 

so personal a commitment and so lacking in immedi-

ate positive feedback, we often give up.  The evi-

dence of success for me is in the food choices I make 

during Super Bowl parties, six to eight weeks after 

January 1;  the amount of thought going into what I 

am eating and drinking at a friend’s house on that 

particular day shows how well my “fitness regime” is 

going.  Yet, this category of resolution is always first 

on my list. 

Second on the Resolution countdown is anything hav-

ing to do with financial management.  At certain 

times in my careers I have endeavored to list one of 

the following at Resolution time:   1) eliminate all 

debt, 2) collect on all debts, 3) eliminate credit card 

debt, 4) eliminate credit cards, 5) live within a budg-

et, 6) make a budget—all these depending upon 

which book I am reading or to which radio station I 

am listening in my commutes to and from Bakersfield.   

Sadly, at my ripe old age, I have discovered that the 

best teacher of money management is poverty and 

that self-control, the key to success (whether with 

food or with money) is a daily grind of a challenge—a 

stark and not-too-sexy reality. 

So resolutions, at least the ones designed to make life 

better, seem to entail hard work.  Except for this last 

one:  my third resolution is not for myself, but rather 

for those with whom we work in this wonderful 

Chamber organization.  GET INVOLVED!  The Taft Dis-

trict Chamber of Commerce operates with three part-

time staff people and a dedicated Board of 26 com-

munity members.  We accomplish more than a dozen 

large signature events and various traditional events 

such as ribbon-cuttings, mixers, and Sit n Sips each 

year.  And we are growing!  Please make yourself 

available to at least one more event than you attend-

ed last year.  Sponsor a large event and reap the ben-

efits of name-recognition and advertising for people 

who may not have known about your goods or ser-

vices.  Join us for Sit n Sip so you know what is hap-

pening in our City.  Be a Chamber Cheerleader!  You 

won’t regret it! 

There.  At least one of those pesky resolutions will be 

fun! 

By: Dr. Kathy Orrin,  

Executive Director 

It’s January, which means it is time to renew your membership with the Taft 
Chamber.  Membership renewals should come to you in the mail with a form for 
you to update any information that may have changed throughout the year.  We 
appreciate you and your contributions to our community and we are glad you will 
join us for another year.   

Making the decision to open or to continue to operate a business can be a chal-
lenge, and we are here to support you.  From grand openings, ribbon cuttings, and 
business mixers, to helping to promote and sustain your business, we are here for 
you!  Contact us at 661-765-2165 for information about Chamber membership. 



1st Midway 4H 

2nd Valley Acres 4H 

3rd Ashley Posey 

1st West Kern Oil Museum 

2nd Taft City School District 

3rd Hell Fighters MM 

Precision West Towing 

1st Taft College 

2nd TUHS Key Club 

3rd TUHS ASB/Leadership 

1st West Side Family 
 Health Care 

2nd Westside Little League 

3rd TC Dental Hygiene 

1st TUHS Band 

2nd Lincoln Band 

3rd Conley Band 

1st Lincoln Junior High 

 Cheerleaders 

2nd Fire & Ice Cheer 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 

12-6pm,  
Houchin Blood 
Drive @ 400 
Kern Street 

4  

No Sit n’ Sip 

6pm, Industry 
Night, Petrole-
um Club 

5 6 

6pm, First  
Friday Cruise 
Night 

7 

8 9 10 

5:30pm, Taft 
Relay for Life 
meeting @ 
UMC Church 

11 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

4pm, Taft 
Chamber 
Board Mtg. 

12 

5pm, Mixer at  
Transition to 
Independent 
Living Bldg 

13 14 

15 16 

Martin  
Luther King 
Day 

17 

6pm, City  
Council Mtg. 

18 

9am Sit n’ Sip 

6pm, Planning 
Commission 
Mtg. 

19 20 21 

 

22 23 24 25 

9am, Sit n’Sip 

5pm, State of 
the County 

26 

3pm, Traffic 
Committee 
Mtg. 

27 

6pm, Taft  
College Triple 
Play Dinner @ 
The Fort 

28 

29 30 31     

January 2017 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

2 3 

6-10pm, First 
Friday Car  
Cruise on Cen-
ter Street 

4 

5 6 7 

6pm, City 
Council 
Meeting 

8 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

 

9 

6pm, Taft 
Chamber  
Installation & 
Awards 

10 11 

12 13 14 15 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

16 

5pm, Chamber 
Mixer, TBD 

17 18 

February 2017 



M ESSAGES FROM OUR MEMBERS 

My name is Donna Gavello, Program Manager, Mission Delivery for the American Cancer Society . The American Can-
cer Society is a global grassroots force of 2.5 million volunteers saving lives and fighting for every birthday threatened 
by every cancer in every community. As the largest voluntary health organization, the Society’s efforts have contribut-
ed to a 22% decline in cancer death rates in the U.S since 1991. I am contacting you to see if it would be possible to 
post a  flyer for our road to recovery program on your bulletin board (or any place the fliers can sit for distribution), 
and/or add it to your newsletter. We greatly appreciate the help in promoting our program as an important volunteer 
opportunity. 

An estimated 158,000 California residents will learn they have cancer this year and getting to their scheduled treat-
ment will be their greatest concern. To help cancer patients get to the critical care they need withot additional stress, 
the American Cancer Society’s Road to Recovery program can help by providing free transportation to and from treat-
ment centers. Many patients don’t own a vehicle, can’t afford 
gas, or don’t have access to public transportation. Some are el-
derly and unable to drive, or have no local family members or 
friends who can help with all their transportation needs. With-
out access to reliable  transportation, cancer patients are unable 
to get regular  treatment. Even the best treatment can’t work if 
a patient can’t get there.  

I am contacting you because we do not have enough volunteer 
requests that are coming in your county. A majority of the ride 
requests we receive are for doctor’s appointments during week-
day hours and retired senior citizens have been stepping up to 
the plate to help. The program is only possible with volunteer 
drivers donating their time and using their own cars so patients 
can receive the lifesaving treatments they need. 

To volunteer, all you need is a valid driver’s license, a safe and 
reliable vehicle, and proof of insurance. Drivers must be at least 
18 years old, under the age of 85 years old and have a good  
driving record. The Society conducts criminal background and 
driving record checks on all drivers, and provides free online 
training. 

Sincerely, 

Donna Gavello, Program Manager, (559) 451-0163 

NOR Chamber 2017 Business Expo 
Thursday, Feb 23rd, 2017 

Hodel’s Liberty Hall, 5917 Knudsen Drive, Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Join the NOR Chamber of Commerce February 23rd for the 2017 Business Expo.  Vendors from across Kern County will 
be in attendance, showcasing their expertise and services.   Admission is free for attendees and perfect for business 

professionals looking to network and make connections with potential clients and possible business partners. 

Booth rentals are still available.  Visit www.norchamber.org for more information and to register for the event, or call 
Cathy Wolfe at 661-873-4709 or email info@norchamber.org.   

Registration form available at the end of this newsletter. 

http://www.norchamber.org


M ESSAGES FROM OUR MEMBERS 

Dear Californians, 

 Over the past several years, California has faced a 
natural drought. However, Federal and state government 
regulations have exacerbated the situation by preventing 
water from being sent from the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta to our communities in the Central Valley and 
southern California 

 Today, the U.S. House of Representatives passed 
legislation (S. 612), which included provisions to help our 
communities get the water we need from the Delta. This 
bill will help our communities get water by providing direc-
tion to the Federal agencies to maximize pumping in the 
Delta, while protecting the environment. As we move into 
the winter storm season in northern California, this bill 
also authorizes higher rates of pumping to send storm wa-
ter to our communities. It also, among other things, cre-
ates a path forward to approve building new reservoirs in 
our state so we can capture more water during the wet 
season for use during dry years. You can learn more about 
the California water provisions of S. 612 here. 

 This commonsense legislation is the work of bipar-
tisan negotiations, including  with U.S. Senator Dianne 
Feinstein, who also supports this bill. This legislation repre-
sents the closest we’ve come yet to getting California wa-
ter legislation enacted into law to help our state. 

 However, we have not crossed the finish line. 
While S. 612 has passed the House today by a vote of 360 
to 61, the legislation must now be passed by the U.S. Sen-
ate and signed into law by the President. Unfortunately, 
some Senate Democrats are opposing the California water 
provisions and threatening to kill the bill. It is of the ut-
most importance that our Senators and the President join 
the House in supporting this important bill to help alleviate 
the effects of the California drought.  Helping our commu-
nities get the water we need is one of my top priorities in 
Congress. S. 612 is an important first step, which also helps 
lay the groundwork for future action. Together, I will con-
tinue to listen and fight for our shared beliefs in Congress 
so we can pass commonsense legislation like S. 612 into 
law.  

Sincerely, 

Congressman Kevin McCarthy 
4100 Empire Drive, Suite 150 
Bakersfield, CA 93309—661-327-3611 
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Director of Operations: Shannon Jones 

shannon.taftchamber@gmail.com 
 

Membership Coordinator: Maddison Rubadeau 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President: Jordan Miller 
Roger Miller Insurance Agency 

 
1sy Vice President: Les Clark 

Westside Recreation & Park District 
 

2nd Vice President: Rodney Wikoff 
West Hills Church of the Nazarene 

 
Treasurer: Bart Hill 
United Security Bank 

 
Jan Ashley 
Retired RN 

 
Devinder Bains 

Taft Chevrolet—Buick 
 

Felix Bravo 
Pizza Factory 

 
Glenn Black 

Black/Hall Construction 
 

Eric Burkhart 
Total Western Inc. 

 
Emmanuel Campos 

Monarch Fleet Services 
 

Jeff Cooper 
Cooper’s True Value 

 
Dr. Deb Daniels 

Taft College 
 

Mary Ann Hagstrom 
Taft ARC 

 
Bob Hampton 

Westside Waste Management 
 

Ed Herrera 
Edward J Herrera Insurance Agency 

 
Sharon Hill 

Taft Union High School 
 

Deanna Jacobs 
Every Penny Counts 

 
Sandy Koenig 

Westside Community Resource Center 
 

Jamie Little 
Synagro 

 
Yvette Mayfield 

City of Taft 
 

Heather Mueller 
St. Andrew’s Church 

 
Kevin Patel 

Best Western Taft Plus Inn 
 

Alicia Price 
Aera Energy LLC 

 
Dennis Schertz 

Asian Experience 
 

Harry Starkey 
West Kern Water District 

 
Jerry Starr 

West Side Health Care District 
 

Adele Ward 
Taft City School District 

TAFT OILWORKERS MONUMENT 

SPACE IS LIMITED!! 

Call us at  661-765-2165 to order a brick for that  

special oilfield worker or family member to be placed at 

the Taft Oil workers Monument. 

4x8 Brick: $100—8x8 Brick: $175 






