
400 Kern Street 

Taft, CA, 93268 

Phone: (661) 765-2165 

Fax: (661) 765-6639 

www.taftchamber.com 

TaftChamber@gmail.com 

Our Gold Sponsors 

Our Platinum Sponsors 

 

WHEN:  

 Thursday, March 10, 2016 

 5:00-6:30PM 

WHERE:  

 Roger Miller Insurance Agency 

 531 Kern Street, Taft 

COST: 

 Free for Chamber members 

 $5 for non-members 

Join us for networking, socializing, and community connecting! 

The Taft Chamber is holding 

Monthly Business Mixers.  If your 

business would like to host, please 

contact us at 661-765-2165. 

Come meet and network 

with other local business 

owners, and enjoy  

appetizers and drinks  

compliments of  

Roger Miller Insurance 

Agency.   

 

 

Bring your business card for 

the raffle! 



Read Across America  

You could not,  

Would not,  

Want to miss this   

Taft City School District is having their annual 

Read Across America Celebration 

March is the month the 2nd is the day and from 

9 to 1 reading will be taking place 

But first, please give Mrs. Carter a ring to let her 

know that you wish to come in. Just give her a 

call at  661-763-4236, or Email her at 

acarter@taftcity.org 

Leave a message  

And she will know  

To book you for  

A reading to enjoy! 

Phillips 66 Visits and Donates to Taft College 

Recently, over 60 students, friends, and industry 

members came together at the ETEC building to 

celebrate and learn!  We learned about the Phillips 

66 company as well as celebrated their generous 

gift to Taft College of $20,000.  

It was great to see the students engaged with  

engineers and technical leaders from Phillips 66.   

Alliance Tax Credit Consulting Looking for Taft 
Business Owners 

May I introduce to you  the “New Employment” and 
“WOTC Credits.”  

Do you feel that you pay too much in corporation/ per-
sonal taxes? Chances are you probably are not taking 
advantage of programs initiated by the State and Fed-
eral Government to provide you with tax relief. 

We’re a company that specializes in recovering money 
in tax refunds and credits utilizing California’s New Em-
ployment Credit and Federal WOTC Programs.  

 We  work strictly on a contingency basis! 

 There are no upfront costs! 

 We only get paid when you do! 

 We are not asking you to change your CPA. Ra-
ther, we work with your CPA. 

 It is a win-win for both parties! 

Do you employ veterans or previously unemployed in-
dividuals or CalWORKs recipients?  There are govern-
ment incentives to hire particular types of employees. 
Again, the Government will actually pay YOU to hire 
certain types of employees! 

We have been a member of the Taft Chamber of Com-
merce working with companies in the Taft area like 
yours for many years; some of whom you may know: 

 Dennis Schertz at Asian Experience 

 Bob Leikam at Dominos Pizza  

 Ed Herrera at Edward J. Herrera Insurance Agency 

 Dr. Charles Walker DDS 

 Dave Taylor at Fastrip 

 Mr. Foster and Mr. Alldredge at Compressor Parts 

 Mr. and Mrs. Collins at Oildale 

 Oz Katz at Chicken of Oz 

I would like to arrange a meeting/ phone consultation 
(no obligation) to discuss with you how the new em-
ployment and WOTC works and explain in more detail 
of how we may be able to retrieve refunds and credits 
owed to you. 

Any questions, please contact Jimmy at the office at 
310-305-2823 or me directly on my cell phone at 310-
902-9253. 

Sincerely, 

 

Gerald Stetson 

 



Masks & Mimosas 

A Mardi Gras Soiree 
Chamber Installation 

Thursday, February 11 , 2016 
Taft Fox Theater 

Chamber Board of Directors 2016  

Chamber Staff 

Shannon Jones ,  Kathy Orrin ,  Maddison Rubadeau 



Congratulations to the 
Award Recipients 



March 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

6pm, City 

Council 

2 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

6pm, Industry 
Night 

 

Read Across 
America 

3 

6pm, Kern 
COG Awards 
Dinner, Seven 
Oaks Country 

Club 

 

4 

9am, True  
Value Grand 

Re-Opening  

6-10pm, First 
Friday Cruise 
Night, Center 

Street 

5 

True Value 
Grand  
Re-Opening 

 

 

6 

True Value 
Grand  
Re-Opening 

 

 

 

7 

11:30am, Kern 
County 150th 
Celebration 
Meeting 

8 

5:30pm, Relay 
for Life Meet-
ing, The Fort 

9 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

 

10 

9am, Coffee 
with a Cop, 

Black Gold 

5pm, Chamber 
Mixer, Roger 
Miller Insur-

ance Agency 

11 12 

NO Golf  
Tournament! 

 

 

 

 

13 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS    
BEGINS 

14 

 

15 

6pm, City 
Council 

16 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

6pm, Rotary 
Reverse Draw  

6pm, Planning 
Commission 
Meeting 

17 

St. Patrick’s 

Day 

5-8pm, Relay 
for Life Fund-
raiser, Pizza 

Factory 

18 

8:30am-12pm - 
NEEDS Center 
Hodel’s  
Cinnamon 

Rolls Pick Up 

19 
 

20 21 

CHAMBER 

CLOSED 

Spring Break No 

School 

11:30am, Kern 
County 150th 
Celebration 
Meeting 

22 

CHAMBER 

CLOSED 

Spring Break 
No School 

23 

CHAMBER 
CLOSED  

(No Sit n Sip) 

Spring Break No 
School 

7am-11:30am 
Kern County 
Economic  
Summit 

24 

CHAMBER 
CLOSED 

Spring Break 
No School 

 

 

25 

CHAMBER 
CLOSED 

Spring Break 
No School 

Good Friday 
Service, Cal-
vary Temple 
Church 

26 

Taft Sports-
men’s Club 

Clay Shoot 

 

 

27 

EASTER 

 

28 

CHAMBER 

CLOSED 

Spring Break 

No School 

 

 

29 

12-6pm, 
Houchin 
Blood Mobile, 
Taft Chamber 

30 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

4pm, Chamber 
Board Meeting 

31 

9am-2pm, 
TUHS Oil 
Academy  

Career Day 

  



April 2016 (cont.) 
17, WCMA Community BBQ 

23, TUHS Hall of Fame Awards 

25, THUS Honors NIght 

29, Al Baldock Golf Tournament 

May 2016 
 

6, Fund the Fireworks 
12, Chamber Mixer @ The Bank 

13, CASA Orientation 
21, Relay for Life 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

7am-12pm, Fund 
the Fireworks, 
4th & Kern 
Streets 

6-10pm, First 
Friday Cruise 
Night 

2 

 

 

 

 

3 4 

11:30am, Kern 
County 150th 
Celebration 
Meeting 

5 6 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

7 

9am-1pm, 
TCFPP West 
Kern Petroleum 
Mini Summit 

8 

 

9 

8am, Kiwanis 
Kolor Fun Run 

 
9am-12pm,  
Soroptimist  
Garden Tour & 
Luncheon 

10 

 

11 

11:30am, Kern 
County 150th 
Celebration 
Meeting 

12 

 

13 

9am, Sit n Sip, 
Taft Chamber 

 

14 

9am, Taft Job 
Fest, The Fort 

12pm, State of 
the City Lunch-
eon, OT’s 

5pm, Chamber 
Mixer, Monarch 

15 16 

12-6pm, Kern 
County 150th 
Year Anniver-
sary Showcase, 
Kern County 
Museum 

Apri l  2 0 1 6  



George Runner Responds to Gas 

Tax Cut 

Sacramento - Board of Equalization 
Vice Chair George Runner issued the 
following statement after joining a 3-2 

board vote to lower the state excise tax 
on gasoline by 2.2 cents per gallon  

effective July 1, 2016: 

“Today’s vote was simply a matter of 
fairness. Californians overpaid gas tax 
last year because of a bizarre formula 
known as the ‘gas tax sweep’ passed 
by lawmakers in 2010.  Lowering the 

rate is the right thing to do, am I’m sure 
Californians will welcome the  

reduction. 

“Unfortunately, even after the cut goes 
into effect, Californians will still pay 

some of the highest taxes in the nation. 
What we need now is for lawmakers to 
simplify our tax laws and look for ways 

to provide value for the money that 
Californians send to government.” 

George Runner represents more than 
nine million Californians as an elected 
member and Vice Chair of the State 

Board of Equalization.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.boe.ca.gov/Runner. 

Taft Westside Little League needs your help! 

For 63 years, Westside Little League has offered Little League Baseball on the West Side of Kern County.  

The League’s operations rely on sponsor support and donations to keep the program going.  In 2015, the pro-

gram’s cost totaled over $25,000 and they are looking for support from the community for the 2016 season.   

There are several ways to support the program including:    

 Team Sponsorships—$425 Single Team Sponsors 

 Weekly Game Ball Sponsorships—$60 per week 

 Materials/Services/Supplies/Cash Sponsorships—Varies 

Visit www.TaftWestsideLittleLeague.org or www.Facebook.com/Taft WSLL for more information. 

You can also donate through www.GoFundMe/TaftWSLL. All sponsorships and donations are tax-deductible.  

Taft Westside Little League thanks you for your support.  This is a worthwhile investment in the lives and 

memories of hundreds of local children, parents, and volunteers. 



By Dr. Kathy Orrin, Executive Director Kern County’s 150th Birthday Celebration! 

Coming up on Saturday, April 16, 2016, the County of Kern 
will celebrate its 150th Birthday with a wonderful expo, 
with all supervisorial districts in the County being repre-
sented.  This event will take place at Pioneer Village, adja-
cent to the Kern County Museum, near the baseball fields 
on Chester. 

The City of Taft will be represented thanks to the hard 
work of the City Manager’s office.  They have been in on 
the planning since the early Fall of 2015, but they gra-
ciously did not require the attendance of anyone else from 
Taft due to the time all were spending on the 105th Oildo-
rado celebration. 

The Chamber came on board last week, meeting with the 
Board of Trade at the old Fellows Hotel in Pioneer Village.   
Belinda Cole, Assistant to our City Manager, Craig Jones, 
had been keeping our office up on the discussions and 
general plans for the event, but the time came when we 
needed to get this thing planned and up and running. 

So here’s the “straight scoop” on the 150th Birthday cele-
bration:  if you are a business that has been on the West 
Side for around 100 years, you need to be included.  If you 

have existed for around 100 years as a club or group of 
individuals with a name, e.g., Taft Petroleum Club, Rotary, 
Kiwanis, you need to be part of this.  If you are a building 
or landmark that is old, e.g., The Historic Fort, the Midway 
Cemetery, you should participate in this.  If you know 
about the history of our City, have pictures, memorabilia, 
trucks, random stuff, e.g., the West Kern Oil Museum, 
come on down!  Schools?  Conley has much of which to be 
proud—join us!  Taft Union High School just turned 100 a 
few years ago . . .  perfect!!  If you are known to celebrate 
the past on a regular basis, say, like maybe OILDORADO . . 
. you may need to be on board. 

 
The Chamber, partnering with the City of Taft, will be 
spearheading the effort to make a display of our Westside 
contributions to the County of Kern.  If you would like to 
help, keep your eyes peeled for more information about 
organizational meetings coming up in the near, very near 
future.  We are hoping to provide a comprehensive look at 
our unique past.   

Will you help us?  Please call the Chamber if you have any 
ideas or suggestions. We want this display to be the BEST 
IN SHOW for this celebration. 

By Dr. Kathy Orrin, Executive Director 

 

Want to be part of Kern’s 150th  
Anniversary Party?  Here’s how…  

From The Bakersfield Californian, 
Written By Jennifer Self 

It was 1866 and gold fever had cooled 
to the point that local pioneers could 
think straight enough to campaign for 
the formation of a new county after a 
similar effort had petered out a few 
years before. 

The mines were humming but no long-
er frantic, and commerce, agriculture 
and trade were taking off, making the 
necessary trips to the county seat in 
Visalia — on horse, no less — some-
thing of a drag. 

And so prominent men of the day, 
including Col. Thomas Baker, got 
cracking. 

This time around, the proposed name 
would be Kern instead of Buena Vista 
— what the Spaniards had called the 
southern San Joaquin — and the land 
would be carved from surrounding 
areas, predominantly Tulare and Los 
Angeles counties. 

And so an act calling for the organiza-

tion of the county and the establish-
ment of Havilah as the county seat 
was approved by the California Legis-
lature and signed into law by Gov. 
Frederick F. Low in April 1866. 

Which means there’s some cele-
brating to do in 2016. 

On April 16, the county will throw a 
150th birthday bash at the Kern Coun-
ty Museum — also marking a big anni-
versary this year, its 75th. The plan is 
to feature the history, contributions 
and people of all areas of the sprawl-
ing county, said Teresa Hitchcock, 
Board of Trade executive director, 
who is co-organizing the festivities. 

“We’re looking for sponsors, people 
who may have interesting stories or 
artifacts or pictures,” she said Tues-
day. “We are also looking for unique 
things made in Kern County and local 
artists who would like to display their 
artwork. I think we have some phe-
nomenally talented people.” 

A planning meeting at the museum on 
Monday offered a preliminary status 
report of the activities for the event, 
which is scheduled from noon to 8 

p.m. There will be a model of the 
famed Tehachapi Loop, some old west 
“gunslingers” will make their way 
down from the Kern River Valley, at 
least one mariachi group has been 
lined up, and planners talked about 
other attractions, music and food pos-
sibilities. 

The committee has not finalized booth 
fees, but commercial vendors proba-
bly will pay in the ballpark of $150, 
whereas fees for arts and crafts 
booths will be around $25. The county 
is using money leftover from the cen-
tennial celebration in 1966. 

“It’s $8,000, a tiny amount of money, 
not some huge gonna-save-the-county
-budget amount of money,” Hitchcock 
said, “so we’re looking for donations.” 

The event will be family-friendly and a 
field day for history lovers, Hitchcock 
said. 

“There is a lot of things out there that 
folks in Bakersfield don’t even know 
about,” she said. “There are unique 
food vendors people might not have 
experienced, to showcase what each 
area has to offer.” 



You’re Invited to Taft Oil Technology Academy Career Day 2016 

The Taft Oil Technology Academy is hosting the 3rd Annual Career Day on Thursday, March 31, 2016, from 

7:30am-2:00pm at the Mullen Gym at 701 Wildcat Way.  We are looking to our business partners for partici-

pation.  Our goal is to have companies set up display booths and let our students circulate and learn more 

about our business partners and career opportunities.  Juniors and Seniors who are interested in Summer 

internships will be able to sign up for 3 interviews, which will be conducted that day. 

Career Day Schedule:  

7:30-8:30am—Set up Booths/Equipment 

8:30-10:00am—Oil Tech Juniors tour business partner booths and interview with prospective employers 

10:00-11:30am—Oil Tech Seniors tour business partners booths and interview with prospective employers 

11:45-12:30pm—Lunch for all participants 

12:30-2:00pm—Oil Tech Sophomores tour booths 

2:.00pm—Career Day Ends 

Contact Ted Pendergrass at lpendergrass@taft.k12.ca.us to sign p for a booth 

Relay for Life Fundraiser Coming Up 

Help us raise some gold! 

ST PATRICKS DAY 

Relay for Life—Fundraiser 

When:  

Thursday, March 17 

5:00-8:00 PM 

Where:  

Pizza Factory 

614 Center Street, Taft 

 

10% of proceeds of this fundraiser will go to 
Taft Relay for Life—Cancer Crush 



 SAVE THE DATE! 

Call 661-765-2165  

 
400 Kern Street 
Taft, CA 93268 
661-765-2165 

www.taftchamber.com 

Executive Director: Dr. Kathy Orrin  
kathy.taftchamber@gmail.com 

 
Event Coordinator: Shannon Jones 

shannon.taftchamber@gmail.com 
 

Membership Coordinator: Maddison Rubadeau 
maddison.taftchamber@gmail.com 

2016 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
President:  Emmanuel Campos 

Monarch Fleet Services 
 

1st Vice President: Jordan Miller 
Roger Miller Insurance Agency 

 
2nd Vice President: Tony Cordova 

Synagro 
 

Treasurer: Bart Hill 
United Security Bank 

 
Jan Ashley 
Retired RN 

 
Devinder Bains 

Taft Chevrolet—Buick 
 

Glenn Black 
Black/Hall Construction 

 
Eric Burkhart 

Total Western Inc. 
 

Les Clark 
West Side Recreation and Park District 

 
Bob Hampton 

Westside Waste Management 
 

Ed Herrera 
Edward J Herrera Insurance Agency 

 
Sharon Hill 

Taft Union High School 
 

Sandy Koenig 
Westside Community Resource Center 

 
Orchel Krier 

Tumbleweed Café 
 

Yvette Mayfield 
City of Taft 

 
Brock Mcmurray 

Taft College 
 

John Neumann 
Accelerated Environmental 

 
Alicia Price 

Aera Energy LLC 
 

Dennis Schertz 
Asian Experience 

 
Alan Sorensen 

Buena Vista Golf Course 
 

Ron Sousa  
Albertsons  

 
Harry Starkey 

West Kern Water District 
 

Jerry Starr 
West Side Health Care District 

 
John Swearengin 

Kern County Sheriff’s Office 
 

Adam Taylor 
California Highway Patrol  

 
Adele Ward 

Taft City School District 
 

Rodney Wikoff 
West Hills Church of the Nazarene 

TAFT OILWORKERS MONUMENT 

SPACE IS LIMITED!! 

Call us at 661-765-2165 to order a 

brick for that special oilfield 

worker or family member to be 

placed at the Taft Oil workers 

Monument. 

4x8 Brick: $100—8x8 Brick: $175 

Welcome to our new and returning members for  
February 2016! 

Acme Jewelry & Gifts 
Adventist Health - Central Valley General 

Aera Energy LLC 
Alliance Tax Credit Consulting, Inc 

Alpha House Women's Shelter 
Ashley, Janice 

Asian Experience 
Black, Bill 

Black/Hall Construction 
Bright House Networks-m 

Cavins Oil Well Tools 
Charles J. Walker D.D.S., Inc. 

Chevron 
Chevron Valley Credit Union 

Chicken of Oz 
Employers' Training Resource 

First Baptist Church of Taft 
Hodel's Dining 

Independent Oil Producers Agency 
J. Sterling Bryan, D.D.S., P. C. 

J.C. Complete Service 
Jack's Flower/Trophy Shop 

Kern Citizens for Energy 
M & S Security 

Management & Training Corp (MTC) 
McKittrick Waste Management 

Miller, Randy & Ginny 

Omni Family Health 
Pacific Perforating 

Pizza Factory 
Proforma Solutions for Printing 
Roger Miller Insurance Agency 

Route 33 Sandwich Co. 
Shar-On Corporation 

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church 
Swearengin, John 

Taft City School District 
Taft College Cougar Corner Bookstore 

Taft Lions Club 
Taft Midway Sunset Lions Club 

Taft Production Company Oil-Dri 
Taft Sky Sports, Inc. 

Taft United Methodist Church 
The Arc - Taft 

The Fort Preservation Society 
United Security Bank 

Vibul Tangpraphaphorn, M. D. Inc. 
West Kern Oil Museum 

West Kern Water District 
West Side Senior Care 

Western States Petroleum Association 
Westside Christian Ministers' Association 

Westside Furniture 










