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May 2017 Newsletter 

On Thursday, April 27, 2017, the Taft Cham-
ber hosted the Annual State of the City Lunch-
eon.  This event, held in conjunction with Taft 
Kiwanis at OT Cookhouse, drew over 90 indi-
viduals dedicated to the future growth of Taft.  
Representatives from our Special Districts 
spoke about the issues surrounding our City.  
The event began with Taft City Manager Craig 
Jones discussing their upcoming projects for 
2017-2018 including the completion of the 
new Transit Center, new businesses sub-
mitting letters of interest, and road paving 
projects.  

Speaking afterwards, Harry Starkey from the 
West Kern Water District discussed regula-
tions and the impact to our access to available 
water sources. 

From West Side Recreation and Park District, 
District Director Don Koenig spoke about how 
far the Rec Department has come over the 
past 21 years of his leadership.  Les Clark III 
discussed the growth of the facilities, pro-
grams, and activities that continue to be a 
priority for our children, athletes, and seniors. 

Joel Bauer, from West Side Cemetery District 
explained the relationships that have been 
created with our City and other special dis-
tricts and the benefits to our taxpayers and 
community. 

West  Side Family Health Care Director Jerry 
Starr discussed the upcoming district projects 
including a rural health care designation, ex-
panded health care services, and develop-
ment of a new health care campus at the for-
mer hospital site location. 

Exciting things happening in Taft! 



M ESSAGES FROM OUR MEMBERS 

Dave Ramsay Financial Peace  

University 

Revival Worship Center will begin hosting a Dave 

Ramsay Financial Peace University course 

starting soon. The class will meet every Thursday 

night @ 7:00pm until the course is completed. 

Refreshments will be served at each meeting.  

For more information, please contact:   

Steven J. McDaniel, 

Pastor, Revival Worship Center 

400 S. 6th St.  

Taft, CA 93268 

 

 

United Security Bank will 

begin offering a community room 

that will be available for us for non-profit 

organizations.  Within the next few 

months, the room will be ready to use.  If 

you have any questions about the facility 

or to make a reservation, please call Bart 

Hill at 661-763-5151. 



West Side Little League 
& Midway-Sunset Lions 

Club Casino Night 
Saturday, June 3, 2017 

Social Hour begins at 6pm 
$35 per person or $60 per couple 

 
On April 18th, the Taft Chamber monthly Mixer was 

hosted by the St. Andrews Episcopal Church.  Reverand 

Heather Mueller hosted a wonderful evening educating 

our community on the work the church has been doing  

including feeding those in need and offering classes to 

enhance life skills.  The history of the Episcopal Church 

was also discussed and Edith Laurin won the raffle prize 

of a Trip to Hawaii.  The Church is located at 703 5th St. 

 

Upcoming  
Donation Days: 

Friday, May 5 

Friday, June 2 

8am-2pm 

400 Kern Street 

Stop by the  
office during  

regular hours to 
donate! 

As of April 28, 2017 

Westside Waste Management 

AERA Energy 

Fastrip Food Store #929 

Hall Ambulance 

Jerry Melton & Sons Construction 

Dr. Tang 

Snow Well Service 

Community of Taft! 

Jim & Deanna Swearengin 

Lin & Paul Rubadeau 

Sally Johnson 

Taft College Athletic Spring Banquet 

Sunday, May 7, 2017 

11:30am—2pm 

OT Cookhouse 

Tickets available by calling #661-763-7829 



Unity Thrift 2017 Lives Saved 

January: 217 Total 

February: 147 Total 

March: 150 Total 

Grand Total: 514 

M ESSAGES FROM OUR MEMBERS 

This year, the Taft College Foundation is  

participating in the GIVE BIG KERN fundraising 

campaign. 

We are so fortunate to have a Student  

Resource Center on campus that supports the 

needs of some of our hard working students 

who need just a little bit of help. 

Every dollar you give goes directly to support 

the center on campus!! 

Help us make a BIG difference on campus and 

in the community!  

Taft College’s Student Resource center has  

become a beacon of hope for students in 

need. From snacks to sundries, shoes and 

clothing items, our campus community has 

banded together to help one another. As part 

of the annual GIVE BIG KERN campaign, we 

are asking our community to consider making 

a donation and a difference at #TaftCollege! 

Visit us online and Donate Today!! 

https://www.givebigkern.org/

organizations/taft-college-

foundation 

Foster Care Awareness Month Events 

Announced 
  

(Bakersfield, CA) – May is National Foster Care Aware-

ness Month. This month allows the Department of Human 

Services and our community partners the opportunity to 

celebrate foster children and the dedicated individuals & 

professionals who open their hearts and homes to care for 

the nearly 2000 children placed in out of home care in 

Kern County. 

  

Resource parents will be celebrated and receive training on 

Thursday, May 4th at Hodel’s beginning at 5:30 P.M. as 

the Department of Human Services and the Bakersfield 

College Foster & Kinship Care Education Program host a 

dinner and training. This event is not open to the public, 

but we do invite your coverage. This yearly training event 

works to support our current resource families, both foster 

and relative families, through continued training. Several 

families will be honored this night for the outstanding care 

they provide to our foster children. 

  

Kern County is always in need of loving families willing 

to open their hearts and homes to Kern County’s foster 

children, especially those willing to take care of our teens, 

sibling groups, and children with special medical needs. If 

you are interested in becoming a Kern County resource 

foster family, your first step is attending an orientation.  

 

Orientations are available on a regular basis in Bakers-

field in English and in Spanish and at a variety of times 

to fit any schedule. Please call 631-6204 to RSVP and 

for more information. 



 

CTEC 

Healthcare Careers 

March 30, 2017 

Now Hiring! 

The Best Western Plus 

Taft Inn is now hiring for 

night auditor position. 

Please visit the hotel at 

203 S. 6th Street for  

application and more 

 information on the  

position. 

Up Cycle Aquaponics 

700 Kern Street 

February 25, 2017 

Paint the Town 

207 Center Street 

April 29, 2017 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 

Give Big Kern—
Support TC! 

5:30pm, CTEC 
Advisory Din-
ner 

6pm, City 
Council Mtg. 

3 

9am, Sit n’ Sip—
Houchin Blood  

 

6pm, Industry 
Night @ Taft 
Petroleum Club 

4 

5pm,  WSLL 
Star  Wars 
Night 

5 

8am-2pm, 
Fund the Fire-
works 

6pm, First Fri-
day Car Cruise 

6 
9am, Soropti-
mist Garden 
Tour 
CASA Boot 
Scootin Boo-
gie 
5pm, Chili 
Cook off/
Auction  @ 
First Baptist 
Church 

7 

11:30am, Taft 
College Ath-
letic Spring 
Banquet @ 
OT’s 

8 9 10 

9am, Sit n’ Sip—
Boy Scouts 

10:30am, Grand 
Opening @ Cast 
A Stitch 

5pm, TC Board  

11 12 

9am, Morning 
Mixer @ True 
Value 

True Value 
40th  
Anniversary 

13 

True Value 
40h  
Anniversary 

Craft Beer 
Fest 

 

14 

True Value 
40th Anniver-
sary 

Cast-A-Stitch 
Mothers Day 
Tea 

15 

 

16 

6pm, City 
Council 
Meeting 

17 

NO SIT N’ SIP 

TCF Petroleum  
Partners Event 
@ Aera 

6pm, Planning 
Commission 

18 19 

Taft College 
Luncheon &  
Graduation 

WSLL Law En-
forcement Ap-
preciation 

20 

10am-10pm, 
Taft Relay for 
Life @ TUHS 

9am-4pm, 
West Kern Oil 
Museum BBQ 

21 22 23 

3pm, Ad Hoc 
Committee 
Meeting @ City 
Hall 

24 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

4pm, Chamber 
Board Meeting 

25 26 27 

28 29 

 

30 31 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

7pm, TUHS 
Graduation 

   

May 2017 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

7pm, Lincoln 
Junior High  
Graduation 

2 

8am-2pm, Fund 
the Fireworks 

6pm, First Friday 
Cruise Night 

3 

Midway Sunset 
Lions & WSLL 
Casino Night 

4 5 

6pm-8:30pm, 
Vacation Bible 
School @ First 
Baptist & West 
Hills Nazarene 

6 

6pm-8:30pm, 
Vacation Bible 
School  

6pm, City 
Council Mtg. 

7 

9am, Sit n Sip 

6pm-8:30pm, 
Vacation Bible 
School  

Industry Night 

8 

5pm, Chamber 
Mixer—WSHCD 

6pm-8:30pm, 
Vacation Bible 
School 

9 

6pm-8:30pm, 
Vacation Bible 
School 

10 

Moron Golf 
Tournament @ 
Buena Vista 
Golf Course 

11 12 13 14 

9am, Sit n Sip 

5pm, TC Board 
Meeting 

15 16 17 

June 2017 

The Westside Health Care District has kindly donated $3,000 to the West Side Recreation & Park 

District, for their senior exercise programs. The seniors participating in this program have walked a 

total of 27,614.4 miles, and cycled 24,096.74 miles to date. We would like to congratulate all the 

participating seniors on  all their hard work and encourage you to continue to stay active. We also 

would like to thank the Westside Health Care District for their support of the Rec’s efforts to involve 

all ages of the community in recreational activities. Keep up the good work everyone! 

https://wsrpd.com/


 

400 Kern Street 
Taft, CA 93268 
661-765-2165 

www.taftchamber.com 

Executive Director: Dr. Kathy Orrin 
kathy.taftchamber@gmail.com 

 
Director of Operations: Shannon Jones 

shannon.taftchamber@gmail.com 
 

Membership Coordinator: Maddison Rubadeau 
maddison.taftchamber@gmail.com 

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President: Jordan Miller 
Roger Miller Insurance Agency 

 
1sy Vice President: Les Clark III 

Westside Recreation & Park District 
 

2nd Vice President: Rodney Wikoff 
West Hills Church of the Nazarene 

 
Treasurer: Bart Hill 

United Security Bank 
 

Jan Ashley 
Retired RN 

 
Devinder Bains 

Taft Chevrolet—Buick 
 

Bo Bravo 
Chevron 

 
Felix Bravo 

Pizza Factory 
 

Glenn Black 
Black/Hall Construction 

 
Eric Burkhart 

Total Western Inc. 
 

Emmanuel Campos 
Monarch Fleet Services 

 
Jeff Cooper 

Cooper’s True Value 
 

Dr. Deb Daniels 
Taft College 

 
Mary Ann Hagstrom 

Taft ARC 
 

Bob Hampton 
Westside Waste Management 

 
Ed Herrera 

Edward J Herrera Insurance Agency 
 

Sharon Hill 
Taft Union High School 

 
Deanna Jacobs 

Every Penny Counts 
 

Kathy Johnson 
Taft Community Garden 

 
Sandy Koenig 

Westside Community Resource Center 
 

Jamie Little 
Synagro 

 
Yvette Mayfield 

City of Taft 
 

Heather Mueller 
St. Andrew’s Church 

 
Kevin Patel 

Best Western Taft Plus Inn 
 

Alicia Price 
Aera Energy LLC 

 
Dennis Schertz 

Asian Experience 
 

Harry Starkey 
West Kern Water District 

 
Jerry Starr 

West Side Health Care District 
 

Adele Ward 
Taft City School District 

TAFT OILWORKERS MONUMENT 

SPACE IS LIMITED!! 

Call us at  661-765-2165 to order a brick for that  

special oilfield worker or family member to be placed at 

the Taft Oil workers Monument. 

4x8 Brick: $100—8x8 Brick: $175 

Thank you to the new and returning members for April 2017. 
Black Gold Brewing Company 
DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen 
Huddleston Crane Service 

Jo’s Restaurant 
Landwehr, Charles 

Paint the Town 
Westside Waste Management 

 
**Please renew your membership today to be included in the upcoming 

new edition of the Taft Chamber Business Guide and Directory**  










