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It is difficult for anyone to look ahead to November 8, 

2016, with anything other than relief.  The American 

people have been subjected to what may easily be (and 

has been) described as the longest-running, media-

driven, divisive, messiest, just plain nastiest Presidential 

campaign ever waged between two candidates that no 

one really has trusted, warmed-up to, or stayed excited 

about for more than twenty-four hours. I am not sure, 

but I think when the primary campaigning started, Ron 

and I did not have grandchildren.  And now, Reagan is 

in Kindergarten.  Just sayin’ . . .  it feels as though we 

have been in the throws of this election turmoil for 

years.  

Although the Chamber is bound by their By-Laws to stay 

apolitical , meaning we may not engage in political ac-

tion, there are a few observations I would like to make 

about the whole political process.  These observations 

are general in nature and have to do only with my in-

volvement in running for local office.  More importantly, 

they come from the experience of a first-timer into the 

whole world of running for public office: 

1. The beginning of the campaign is exciting and 

validating.  People who you know well, those 

you know only slightly, and complete strangers will 

congratulate you on your decision to run for office.  

Those you know well will tell you they wish to assist 

you in your campaign, those you know slightly will 

ask you your Taft lineage, and the strangers will ask 

for a yard sign. 

2. As you enter the sign stage of the campaign, the 

part where the signs begin to pop up like weeds in a 

newly-tended garden, you begin to realize that this 

campaign is really happening, and in order for peo-

ple to know who you are and for whom to vote, 1) 

you must have your name—in really big letters--on 

the sign, 2) your signs must be big, and 3) your 

signs must be strategically placed.  I have heard of 

stars of stage and screen wanting their names in 

lights.  I was intimidated the first time I saw my 

name in cardboard! 

3. The walking door-to-door decision is both a 

challenge and a privilege.  When I applied to the 

County for precinct sheets, I had no idea how large 

the voting area for the district for which I was run-

ning actually was. (I since have found out it is 

around 750 square miles.)  Since walking door-to-

door had to begin early on in the campaign, my 

walking buddy and I found ourselves going from 

door-to-door in middle 90-degree weather.  During 

most of the walks, I probably looked as if I needed 

resuscitation.  Perhaps that is why folks were so 

friendly!  Precinct-walking was an eye-opener to 

many issues facing our community; it also made me 

very proud to be part of this community.  To date, 

only two doors have been shut in our faces! 

4. Paperwork!  Of course!  Politics is a government 

activity!  You must file to be on the ballot; you 

must file to become a candidate that will spend 

money or accept contributions; you must file to let 

the government know how much money you have 

spent, how you spent it (if it reaches a certain 

threshold), and who gave it to you (again, if it reach-

es a certain threshold).  And there are schedules for 

these filings.  Hillary and Donald have legions of 

folks; I have a blue pen and a copy machine. 

5. Speaking: People want to know what your plat-

form is!  Every candidate has a reason for run-

ning.  It is too difficult a process to do simply for fun. 

And people really do ask you what your platform is . 

. . yes, using those exact words!  So your message 

has to be clear, well-formulated  . . . and concise!  

And then there is this:  People like their candidates 

for reasons that have nothing to do with their plat-

forms. We have all voted for someone because we 

grew up with them, or because a friend said they 

were voting for them, or because they aren’t the oth-

er guy.   Do not forget this truth: your campaign is 

not so important to anyone but you!   

Though these nuggets of insight are not always positive, 

they are probably typical conclusions of a novice to the 

process, and are not intended to discourage anyone 

from running for public office. This experience has been 

educational and heartening at its best, discouraging and 

exhausting at its worse. What started as a desire to 

bring my skills and experience to a new venue has end-

ed the same way.  The process has not disillusioned 

me; instead, I am more committed to how our elections 

are successfully run while being wiser about how to 

work within them.  

By: Dr. Kathy Orrin,  

Executive Director 



M ESSAGES FROM OUR MEMBERS 



SEND OFF CONCERT 
Wednesday,  

November 2, 2016 
 @ 5:00 pm 

Oil Workers Monument 

2016 Thanksgiving Food Drive  

 Dear Community Members,  

Due to the hard economic times more families than ever 
will struggle to provide a Thanksgiving meal this holiday 
season. The West Side Community Resource Center is 
once again coordinating the annual community Thanks-
giving Food Basket Drive for local families. Your support, 
along with the combined, collaborative efforts of local 
business, churches, and agency partners will ensure that 
the maximum number of families and Sr. Citizens will 
enjoy a holiday meal.       

  

How can you help?. 

 Collect  food at your church, business, or agency. 

 Bring food  to the Westside Community Resource 
Center. 

 Donate funds to purchase foods for baskets  

  

When? 

 Non-perishable food: Donate from now through Novem-
ber 19 (Monday - Friday 9-3) 

 Donate funds to buy turkeys – From now til Nov 19. 
See information below. 

 Perishable foods (Frozen turkeys)  Because we do not 
have a freezer for storage we cannot accept perisha-
ble foods until the day we distribute, Tuesday Nov. 
24.  

 

Please make checks payable to:  

Salvation Army 

 

Where? Drop donations off at  

  Westside Community Resource Center at The Fort, 
915 N. 10th St., Suite 20 93268 

 Or mail donation to:  West Side Community Re-
source Center 915 N. 10th St., Suite 20, Taft, CA 

93268 

  

 Should you choose to collect and distribute food baskets 
within your own organization we ask that you please con-
tact the Resource Center with the names of the families 
you plan to serve so that we can avoid duplication of ef-
forts. 

 

Thank you for making a  

difference in our community! 

For more information call 763-

4889 or 765-7281 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=278&sa=X&biw=1680&bih=868&tbm=isch&tbnid=xQ-h-YTu3ZE8iM:&imgrefurl=http://www.artfire.com/ext/shop/product_view/SweetnTreats/4876276/thanksgiving_turkey_edible_image_cupcake_toppers_by_decopac_-_12_toppers/handmade/edibles/b


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

5:30pm, Relay 
for Life Mtg, 
UMC 

5:40pm, Club 
Connect, TC 

6pm, City Coun-
cil Meeting 

2 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

10:30am, 
Grand Opening, 
Vick’s Treas-
ures 

5pm, All Star 
Band @  
Oilworker 
Monument 

3 

5pm, The Fort 
Fall Dinner 

4 

6-10pm, First 
Friday Cruise 
Night 

5 

6 

Daylight  
Savings Ends 

7 8 

ELECTION DAY 

 

 

12pm-6pm 
Houchin Blood, 
Taft Chamber 

9 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

10:30am, 
Ground 
Breaking, City 
of Taft Transit 
Center 

 

10 

5pm,  
Chamber 
Mixer @ 
Chevron  
Valley Credit 
Union 

11 

VETERANS DAY 

10am,  
Veterans Day 
Celebration, 
City of Taft 
Veterans Park 

12 

13 

5pm, Taft  
College Hall of 
Fame Awards 
& Dinner, OT 
Cookhouse 

14 15 

6pm, City  
Council 
Meeting 

16 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

12pm, All  
Service Club 
Lunch 

4pm, Cham-
ber Board 

6pm, Planning 
Commission 

17 

5pm, Center 
Street  
Downtown 
Merchants 
Holiday Open 
House 

18 

West Side  
Recreation 
Craft Fair 

19 

6am-2pm 
Trout Fishing 
Derby 

West Side 
Recreation 
Craft Fair 

Clay Shoot 

20 21 

CHAMBER 
CLOSED 

22 

CHAMBER 
CLOSED 

23 

CHAMBER 
CLOSED 

24 

CHAMBER 
CLOSED 

 

 

25 

CHAMBER 
CLOSED 

26 

27 28 29 

12:10pm, Club 
Connect, TC 

30 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

10:30am, 
Coffee with a 
Cop @  
Starbuck’s 

   

November 2016 



Thank you to everyone who attended the Kern 

Green Energy Upgrade California presentation.  

Special Thank you to Best  Western Taft Plus Inn for 

allowing us to use your facility. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

5pm, The Fort 
Gift Show 

2 

6-10pm, First 
Friday Cruise 
Night & Photos 
with Santa 

3 

7am, Taft Disc 
Golf  Winter 
Open 

4 5 

6pm, Taft 
Christmas  
Parade 

6 

12:10pm, Club 
Connect, TC 

6pm, City 
Council 
Meeting 

7 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

8 

4-7pm, Taft 
College 
Bookstore 
Open House 

5pm, ARC 
Christmas Party 

9 

6pm, City of 
Taft Christmas 
Party 

10 

9am,  
Soroptimist 
Home Tour & 
Fashion Show 

11 12 13 

8a,. Chamber 
Planning Mtg 

6pm, TCF 
Christmas Party  

14 

9am,  Sit n’ Sip 

4pm, Chamber 
Board Meeting 
& Holiday Party 

15 16 17 

10am, Santa 
Run 5K 

December 2016 





900 Kern Street, Taft 

307 Main Street, Taft 

25449 Hwy 33, Fellows 

29 Cougar Court, Taft 



1050 Wood St, Taft 

Rails to Trails 

428 Center St, Taft 

515 9th Street, Taft 
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2016 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
President:  Emmanuel Campos 

Monarch Fleet Services 
 

1st Vice President: Jordan Miller 
Roger Miller Insurance Agency 

 
Treasurer: Bart Hill 
United Security Bank 

 
Jan Ashley 
Retired RN 

 
Devinder Bains 

Taft Chevrolet—Buick 
 

Glenn Black 
Black/Hall Construction 

 
Eric Burkhart 

Total Western Inc. 
 

Les Clark 
West Side Recreation and Park District 

 
Bob Hampton 

Westside Waste Management 
 

Ed Herrera 
Edward J Herrera Insurance Agency 

 
Sharon Hill 

Taft Union High School 
 

Sandy Koenig 
Westside Community Resource Center 

 
Orchel Krier 

Tumbleweed Café 
 

Jamie Little 
Synagro 

 
Yvette Mayfield 

City of Taft 
 

Brock McMurray 
Taft College 

 
John Neumann 

Accelerated Environmental 
 

Alicia Price 
Aera Energy LLC 

 
Dennis Schertz 

Asian Experience 
 

Alan Sorensen 
Buena Vista Golf Course 

 
Ron Sousa  
Albertsons  

 
Harry Starkey 

West Kern Water District 
 

Jerry Starr 
West Side Health Care District 

 
John Swearengin 

Kern County Sheriff’s Office 
 

Adele Ward 
Taft City School District 

 
Rodney Wikoff 

West Hills Church of the Nazarene 










