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ESSAGES FROM OUR MEMBERS M 
Have you ever wished you had a green thumb? I 
think we all have. It’s a challenge to garden in 
the desert but, remember, the San Joaquin Val-
ley is called “The Food Basket of the World!” It’s 
not that things can’t grow, we just need to 
learn how to coax the earth to produce. That’s 
where the Taft Community Garden comes in. 
We are Fortunate, in Taft, to have such a beau-
tiful community garden which has been called, 
by some, the best in Kern County. 

If you think it takes a “green thumb” to be a 
part of the Community Garden, you’re wrong! It 
just takes the desire to get your hands a little 
dirt, make some new friends and enjoy the 
bounty. None of the community gardeners con-
sider themselves experts, just learners.  

In 2009 a small group of Taftians met to discuss 
the possibility of forming a community garden 
where locals could grow their own produce or 
flowers. By the end of that meeting a com-
mittee was formed and a plan developed. With-
in six months land was obtained, irrigation was 
installed, fruit trees were planted and the first 
of fifty beds were built and filled with soil. Isn’t 
that just the way things happen in Taft? 

Part of the plan for the community garden was 
education and outreach. This has been fulfilled 
in part through the annual “Fall into Gardening” 
event which provides activities and free pump-
kins to the children in Taft as well as the Arbor 
Day event which targets children from local 
schools. Outdoor classroom trainings are held 
periodically.  

Now the Community Garden needs you help. It 
needs people who want to be involved a few 
hours a week to help grow this garden into eve-
rything it can be. It needs people to help in 
many areas: leadership, planning, organizing, 
maintenance and people who just want to learn 
how to garden. The cost is minimal, forty dollars 
per year which includes water, fruit from the 
trees and an automatic watering system. In 
fact, is someone really can’t afford the cost, 
there are scholarships available 

If you’re interested in joining the Community 
Garden, please call 770-7202 or find us on Face-
book, “Taft Community Garden.” 

 Taft Community Garden needs you! 





Taft Chamber of Commerce 

Speakeasy Gala 
Saturday, September 17th, 2016 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -  

Black Hall Construction 

Chevron 

Taft College Foundation 

West Side Health Care District 

Colston Construction 
Jan & Terry Ashley 
Les & June Clark 

T’s Taxi  
Taco Bell, Taft 

Westside Waste Management 

We would like to thank Roots Eatery for providing our wonderful dinner, Brittany 
Belcher for providing the delicious cupcakes, and  the Tumbleweed Café for hosting the 
Bar.  Thank you True Value for providing the tables and chairs for our event.  Thank you 

to Devinder Bains for allowing us to use the beautiful venue Thank you to Christian  
Parra for taking the photos and Music of Roger “The Lounge Guy” Martin. 



Taft Chamber of Commerce 

Speakeasy Gala 
Saturday, September 17th, 2016 

Come as a flapper, or come as you are, 

Dress as a gangster, or silent screen star; 

It’s going to be fun, no matter the dress, 

Just bring yourself and we’ll do the rest.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

7am-2pm, Car, 
Truck, & Bike 
Show, Rails to 
Trails 

11am, Vick’s 
Treasures 
Grand Opening 

2 3 4 

4pm, Townhall 
Assemblywom-
an Shannon 
Grove,  
West Side Rec-
reation 

6pm, City 
Council Mtg  

5 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

10:30am, 
Cre8tive Kids 
Grand  
Opening 

6pm, Industry 
Night, Petroleum 
Club 

6 

5pm, Chamber 
Mixer at  
Lincoln Jr High 
Cafeteria, TCSD 

7 

TUHS  
Homecoming & 
Football Game 

6-10pm, First 
Friday Cruise 
Night 

8 

10-2pm,  
Express  
Pharmacy 
Grand Opening 
& Ribbon 
Cutting w/ BBQ 
and Prizes 

9 10 

5pm, Burn Inju-
ry Education 
Seminar,  Taft 
College 

11 

Club Connect 
Speaker Series 

5:15pm, Down-
town Business 
Meeting 

5:30pm, Relay 
for Life Meeting 

12 

NO Sit n Sip 

9am, Seneca 
Resources 
Ground Break-
ing 

 

13 

7:30am, Veterans 
Stand Down 

5:30pm, Taft  
College  
Cougar  
Cookout 

14—CLOSED 

10am, Taft Col-
lege  Student  
Center Ground 
Breaking 

6pm, ARC Festi-
fall, Moose 
Lodge 

TUHS ‘61 & ‘66 
Reunions 

15 

1-4pm, Paws in 
the Park 

12pm, Maricopa 
VFW Lunch, Oa-
sis 

‘61 & ‘66 Reunion 

6pm, The Bank 
Oktoberfest 

16 17 18 

6pm, City 
Council 
Meeting 

19 

NO SIT N SIP 

7am, Work-
force Summit 

6pm, Planning 
Commission 

20 21 22 

9am-4pm, 
WKOM Boom 
Town Days 

6pm, Kiwanis 
Zombie Run 

23 

 

 

 

 

30 

24 

12pm, Kern 
Green Presen-
tation, Best 
Western, Lunch 
Provided! 

31 

25 26 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

10:30am, Rails to 
Trials IV Ribbon 
Cutting 

4pm Chamber 
Board Mtg.  

27 28 

6pm, Arts Cor-
ner Halloween 
Party 

29 

9am, Taft Com-
munity Garden 
Pumpkin Har-
vest 

October 2016 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

6pm, City 
Council 
Meeting 

2 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

10:30am, 
Transit Ground 
Breaking 

3 

5pm, The Fort  
Fall  Dinner 

4 5 

6 

Daylight  
Savings Ends 

7 8 

ELECTION DAY 

12-6pm,  
Houchin Blood, 
Taft Chamber 

9 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

10 

5pm, Chamber 
Mixer, Chevron 
Valley Credit 
Union 

11 

VETERAN’S DAY 

12 

13 

5pm, Taft  
College Hall of 
Fame 

14 15 

6pm, City 
Council 
Meeting 

16 

9am, Sit n’ Sip 

4pm, Chamber 
Board  

6pm, Planning 
Comm. Mtg 

17 

5pm, Center 
Street Holiday 
Block Party & 
Open House 

18 

West Side Rec-
reation Craft 
Fair 

19 

6am-2pm Trout 
Fishing Derby 

West Side Rec-
reation Craft 
Fair 

November 2016 



SZ Ranch 
 

2016 Haunted Barn Maze 
This Hair Raising Suspense 
starts October 7 and runs Friday 
and Saturday nights 8pm-11pm 
ending on Halloween.   
Fear and terror through every twist and turn—
Starts with an un-nervy hayride in the dark to the 
SZ Ranch Barn at the top of the Hill—”We hear it 
has been Haunted for year!” 
This is a spectacular “Scare Experience.” 
We oare offering a no-charge re-entry unlimited if 
you can handle a second time through! 
This nightmare experience is waiting for  you!  Do 
let Jack-O’-Rotten get YOU! 
This is one Barn you have never seen before! 
Adults: $15.00, Students: $12.00, Children (under  3): Free 

 
Haunted Hay Ride 
Saturday, October  22 from 8pm-11pm 
Adults: $15.00, Students: $12.00, Children (under  3): Free 

 
Haunted Hay Ride & Barn Maze 
Saturday, October  22 from 8pm-11pm 

$25.00 
 

VISIT www.szranch.com for directions 

M ESSAGES FROM OUR MEMBERS 

Do You Have Sneakers You No Longer Wear But Are 
Taking Up Space?  

Don’t Throw Them Away! 
Donate Your Gently-Worn Sneakers To Benefit Walk 

Like MADD Fresno!  

Inspect your closet for sneakers that you no longer 
wear 

Ask your family, friends, coworkers for their  
unwanted sneakers 

Collect your unwanted shoes and drop them off at your 
closest collection location or Walk Like MADD event on 
October 22nd! 

Got Sneakers will donate $1 per pair of shoes  
collected directly to Walk Like MADD Fresno! 

For information contact:  
Samantha Rich, Samantha.rich@madd.org 

Local contact: 
Adam Taylor, amt15633@yahoo.com, 661-344-2764 

 

 
 
 
 

Wed, October 19, 2016 
7AM-12PM 



6th Annual  
Paws in the Park 

Sponsored by: 
Unity Thrift Outreach & Rescue &  

Taft Lions Club 

Saturday, October 15, 2016 
12-4pm 

Veteran’s Park, Next to City Hall 

CITY OF TAFT 

The City of Taft’s website has been updated with a 
more prominent “Report a Concern” Section. You may 
reach the website by visiting: http://
www.cityoftaft.org/ 

TAFT ARC 

The ARC Taft would like to inform you that their facility 
is available to rent for event purposes.   The facility in-
cludes beautiful outdoor gardens, kitchen area, and in-
door and outdoor space, perfect for senior pictures, 
wedding receptions, business meetings, and more. 

They have several packages available or can customize 
based on your needs.  Packages include a Bunco/Mini 
Package ($75), Dinner Package ($100), Auditorium 
Package ($100), Courtyard Package ($150), and the 
Large Package ($200).  

For more information or if you would like a rental con-
tract, you can stop by the ARC Taft location at 204 Van 
Buren, Taft. You can also call Danielle Chiaramonte at  
(661) 763-1532 EX 211, or by e-mail,  
danielle4arc@gmail.com. 

VETERAN’S STAND DOWN 

Thursday, October 13, 2016 
Stramler Park, 3805 Chester Avenue 

Transportation from Taft Transit Station 7:30AM 

 

Thursday, November 17, 2016 @ 5pm 

Holiday Specials, Raffles, Drinks, Entertainment,  
Socializing, Shopping & more! 

Shop Center Street Businesses this holiday season! 



 

400 Kern Street 
Taft, CA 93268 
661-765-2165 

www.taftchamber.com 

Executive Director: Dr. Kathy Orrin  
kathy.taftchamber@gmail.com 

 
Director of Operations: Shannon Jones 

shannon.taftchamber@gmail.com 
 

Membership Coordinator: Maddison Rubadeau 
maddison.taftchamber@gmail.com 

2016 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
President:  Emmanuel Campos 

Monarch Fleet Services 
 

1st Vice President: Jordan Miller 
Roger Miller Insurance Agency 

 
Treasurer: Bart Hill 
United Security Bank 

 
Jan Ashley 
Retired RN 

 
Devinder Bains 

Taft Chevrolet—Buick 
 

Glenn Black 
Black/Hall Construction 

 
Eric Burkhart 

Total Western Inc. 
 

Les Clark 
West Side Recreation and Park District 

 
Bob Hampton 

Westside Waste Management 
 

Ed Herrera 
Edward J Herrera Insurance Agency 

 
Sharon Hill 

Taft Union High School 
 

Sandy Koenig 
Westside Community Resource Center 

 
Orchel Krier 

Tumbleweed Café 
 

Jamie Little 
Synagro 

 
Yvette Mayfield 

City of Taft 
 

Brock McMurray 
Taft College 

 
John Neumann 

Accelerated Environmental 
 

Alicia Price 
Aera Energy LLC 

 
Dennis Schertz 

Asian Experience 
 

Alan Sorensen 
Buena Vista Golf Course 

 
Ron Sousa  
Albertsons  

 
Harry Starkey 

West Kern Water District 
 

Jerry Starr 
West Side Health Care District 

 
John Swearengin 

Kern County Sheriff’s Office 
 

Adele Ward 
Taft City School District 

 
Rodney Wikoff 

West Hills Church of the Nazarene 

 

October 5, 2016, 10:30 AM  
Westside Believers Fellowship 

 307 Main Street, Taft 

October 8, 2016, 10AM  - 2PM 
Express Pharmacy 

900 Kern Street, Taft 

October 14, 2016, 10AM 
Taft College Student Center 

29 Cougar Court, Taft 

October 26, 2016 
10:30AM  

Rails to Trails IV 
2nd St & Main St, Taft 

November 2, 2016 
10:30AM  

Transit Center 
550 Supply Row, Taft 

October 22, 2016, 9AM-4PM 
West Kern Oil Museum 

1050 Wood St, Taft 

October 12, 2016, 9AM 
Seneca Resources  

25449 Hwy 33, Fellows 

October 1, 2016, 9AM  
Vick’s Treasures 

314 North Street, Taft 










