
 

400 Kern Street 

Taft, CA, 93268 

Phone: (661) 765-2165 

Fax: (661) 765-6639 

www.taftchamber.com 

TaftChamber@gmail.com 

Our Gold Sponsors 

Our Platinum Sponsors 

Starts 6PM at 

Taft Chevy Building,  501 North St, Back Alley 

Live Music, Dancing  Delicious Food & Drinks 
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Saturday, 

September 17th 

Taft Chamber of Commerce 

Speakeasy Gala 
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Yo u’ re  I n v i t ed !  

Sponsorships and individual tickets are available now!  
Champagne Sponsor - $1,000 
 (Includes Reserved Table for 8 with table signage, VIP table placement, chilled  
 bottle of champagne at your table, and recognition in the media, the program, and  

 at the event) 

 

Table Sponsor - $500  
 (Includes Reserved Table for 8 with table signage, and recognition in the program) 

 

Event Sponsor - $150 
 (Includes 2 event tickets and recognition in the program) 

 

Individual Tickets - $60 

 

Reserve your tickets by September 14, 2016 

Contact the Chamber at 661-765-2165 for more information. 



 

 

Business Mixer—West Side Health Care District w/ Westside Recreation 
On Thursday, August 11, the West Side Health Care District partnered with Westside Recreation and Park District 

for our monthly business mixer.  Jerry Starr, Executive Director of WSHCD introduced his staff and Board of Di-

rectors and presented the plans for the soon to be built medical campus.  Health Care in our community is im-

portant to the success of our town and the District is moving forward with plans to advance the access to health 

care in our community.  This event was well attended by mem-

bers of the community.  For more infor-

mation on the West Side Health Care 

District, please call 661-765-7234. 

Join the Chamber on Thursday, Sep-

tember 8 for the next business mixer.  

The mixer will be held at the Taft ARC, 

located at 204 Van Buren Street.  If you 

would like to host a mixer, please con-

tact the Chamber at 661-765-2165. 

Poppy’s Melting Pot Candle Co. 

523 Center Street, Taft 

(661)745-4044 

Up Cycle Aquaponics 

610 Kern St, Taft 

(661)205-6575 

Taft Chamber Events



ESSAGES FROM OUR MEMBERS M 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

 

2 

CHAMBER 

CLOSED 

6pm-10pm, 
First Friday 
Cruise Night, 

Center Street 

Honor Flight 

will be out! 

3 
 
7am, Taft 
Wildcats Black 
Gold 1 mile & 
5K Run, Kern 
County Race-
way Park 

4 

 

5 

LABOR DAY 

6 

5pm, Taft 
Community 
Garden Meet-
ing, Black 

Gold 

6pm, City 
Council Meet-

ing, City Hall  

7 

9am, Sit ‘n 
Sip, Taft 

Chamber 

6pm, Industry 
Night, Taft  
Petroleum 

Club 

8  
10 year  
anniversary 

Fastrip! 

9am,  Coffee 
with a Cop, 

Fastrip 

5pm, Chamber 
Mixer, Taft 

ARC 

9 

9am, West 
Kern Petrole-
um Mini Sum-
mit, Aera En-

ergy 

Fastrip 32” TV 

Drawing 

6pm, Malts vs. 

Hops, The Bank 

10 

Fastrip 10 
year anniver-
sary BBQ and 
gas drawing 
giveaway!  
Kern Street & 

10th Street  

11 12 13 

12-6pm, 
Houchin 
Blood Mobile, 

Taft Chamber 

5:15pm, 
Downtown 
Meeting, Eve-
ry Penny 

Counts 

14 

9am, Sit ‘n Sip 

15 16 17 
6pm, Taft 
Chamber 
Speakeasy 
Gala, Taft 
Chevy 
Buy your tick-
ets NOW! 

18 19 20 

6pm, City 
Council Meet-

ing, City Hall  

21 

9am, Sit ‘n Sip 

6pm, Planning 
Commission 
Meeting, City 

Hall 

22 

5pm, Bubba’s 
Okie Dinner , 
The Fort, Re-
serve your 

seats today! 

23 24 

25 26 

12pm, Kern 
Green Presen-
tation, Lunch 
Provided to 
Attendees, 

RSVP today! 

27 28 

9am, Sit ‘n Sip 

4pm, Taft 
Chamber 

Board Meeting 

29 30  

September 2016 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

7am,  Taft 

Chamber Car, 

Truck, and Bike 

show, Rails to 

Trails 

2 3 4 

6pm, City 

Council 

Meeting 

5 

9am, Sit n Sip 

6pm, Industry 

Night, Petrole-

um Club 

6 7 

6-9pm, Farm to 

Table, Bakers-

field Museum 

of Art 

8 

Express Phar-

macy Grand 

Opening & BBQ 

9 10 11 12 

9am, Sit n Sip 

13 

5:30pm, Taft 

College Cougar 

Cookout, Quad 

14 15 

October 2016 



ESSAGES FROM OUR MEMBERS M 
Wine Women & Shoes 

Benefitting CASA of Kern County 

Saturday, October 1, 2016 

2-6 PM at the stunning River Bluff 

 Sip world-class wine 

 Savor delectable hors d’oeuvres 

 Shop the latest in shoes & accessories 

 Bid on one-of-a-kind auction items 

 Kick up your heels for a stunning fashion show 

For more information , call 661.631.2272  
or visit winwomenandshoes.com/casakc 

Be There. Be Fabulous. 

 

Benefitting Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern County 

Help a Child Take Flight 

Friday, October 7th, 2016 

Bakersfield Museum of Art 

6:00– 9:00 PM 

Eat, Drink, and Be Arty 

Feast on farm-to-table cuisine • Indulge in artisan 

cocktails, craftbeer and boutique wines• Enjoy creative 

Tableaux and see them come to life• Enter the Mystère 

Box Raffle and much more.  

Join us at the Table and Eat Your Art Out! 

Tickets at www.bgclubsofkerncounty.org 



Your Taft Chamber spent the last three days of the month of August in San Diego at the International Confer-

ence of Shopping Centers (ICSC).  Maddison and I traveled to the San Diego Convention Center with Taft City 

Manager Craig Jones and his Assistant Belinda Cole and City Planner Mark Staples and his Assistant Brenda 

Johns while Shannon held down the fort at the Chamber office.  We missed her at the conference, but the 

Gala is coming, and there are many details that need her attention.  

The ICSC Conference is a meet-and-greet, deal-making experience that takes place in a room the size of four 

football fields.  Taft’s booth, though not the largest (by a long-shot), is one of the most attractive.  The City 

and the Chamber collaborated to showcase our City and its opportunities in an attractive display. 

The largest (longest) day was Wednesday.  Maddison and I rotated “booth time” with the folks from the City, 

alternating sharing information and answering questions with walking around inviting people to visit our 

booth and discussing the possibilities of bringing their businesses to Taft.  The booth was effective in enticing 

people to stop and chat (people love our flashing American flag pins and chances to win a basket of Taft 

goodies); our crew was successful in listening to needs and suggesting properties. 

This is the fourth year the Chamber has been invited to join the City in this trek to San Diego.  It is a great 

opportunity to learn for what properties folks are looking, the trends in retail that are emerging, and the 

challenges to growth that currently are trending.  As we speak to people from other regions, we learn what 

the next new economic ideas for growth are getting traction. We also learn, just through conversation, what 

issues cities our size are facing—whether in regulation, law enforcement, budgeting, and economics.  This 

conference is helpful on many levels.  

As you are aware, the Chamber is very proud to represent our business community wherever we go.  It is an 

added bonus to be able to share Taft with folks on a grander stage, away from Kern County, at an interna-

tional conference.  We are grateful for the chance to work alongside our City officials to add a practical (and 

sometimes historical) assessment of the opportunities available in Taft. 

By: Dr. Kathy Orrin,  

Executive Director 



 

400 Kern Street 
Taft, CA 93268 
661-765-2165 

www.taftchamber.com 

Executive Director: Dr. Kathy Orrin 
kathy.taftchamber@gmail.com 

 
Director of Operations: Shannon Jones 

shannon.taftchamber@gmail.com 
 

Membership Coordinator: Maddison Rubadeau 
maddison.taftchamber@gmail.com 

2016 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
President:  Emmanuel Campos 

Monarch Fleet Services 
 

1st Vice President: Jordan Miller 
Roger Miller Insurance Agency 

 
Treasurer: Bart Hill 
United Security Bank 

 
Jan Ashley 
Retired RN 

 
Devinder Bains 

Taft Chevrolet—Buick 
 

Glenn Black 
Black/Hall Construction 

 
Eric Burkhart 

Total Western Inc. 
 

Les Clark 
West Side Recreation and Park District 

 
Bob Hampton 

Westside Waste Management 
 

Ed Herrera 
Edward J Herrera Insurance Agency 

 
Sharon Hill 

Taft Union High School 
 

Sandy Koenig 
Westside Community Resource Center 

 
Orchel Krier 

Tumbleweed Café 
 

Jamie Little 
Synagro 

 
Yvette Mayfield 

City of Taft 
 

Brock McMurray 
Taft College 

 
John Neumann 

Accelerated Environmental 
 

Alicia Price 
Aera Energy LLC 

 
Dennis Schertz 

Asian Experience 
 

Alan Sorensen 
Buena Vista Golf Course 

 
Ron Sousa  
Albertsons  

 
Harry Starkey 

West Kern Water District 
 

Jerry Starr 
West Side Health Care District 

 
John Swearengin 

Kern County Sheriff’s Office 
 

Adele Ward 
Taft City School District 

 
Rodney Wikoff 

West Hills Church of the Nazarene 

TAFT OILWORKERS MONUMENT 

SPACE IS LIMITED!! 

Call us at  661-765-2165 to order a brick for that  

special oilfield worker or family member to be placed at 

the Taft Oil workers Monument. 

4x8 Brick: $100—8x8 Brick: $175 

September 9, TCFPP Mini Summit 
September 17, Taft Chamber Gala 
September 22, Fort Okie Dinner 
October 1, Chamber Car Show 

October 13, Taft College Cookout 
October 22, Kiwanis  Zombie Run 
October 29, Chamber Golf Classic 
November 3, The Fort Fall Dinner 

November 8, Election Day 
Nov. 19, Chamber Trout Derby 

December 1, The Fort Gift Show 
Dec.  5, Taft Christmas Parade 

Dec. 8, Taft Arc Christmas Party 
Dec. 10, Soroptomist Fashion Show 

Be a Friend, Make a Friend 

Taft College  is hosting a Best Buddies 
meeting on Thursday, September 8  

from 12-1pm at the TIL Lounge (behind 
the TIL Building).  Best Buddies is an 

international program designed to facil-
itate one-to-one friendships between 
students and those with intellectual or 
developmental disabilities to promote 

community.  See you there! 










